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The Orroroo Settler’s Trail project was launched in 2023 
to tell many of the stories, promote the culture and 
vibrancy, and celebrate the characters associated with 
the district’s history.

The trail meanders along the main street of Orroroo and 
centres around The Woolshed, which houses the Black 
Rock Station Woolpress display.

Along the trail are five stories that combine interpretive 
signage and digital components. Each story focusses on 
a theme that has been integral to the history of European 
settlement in the district. We invite you to explore each 
of the stories featured on the trail:
•	 Agricultural Evolution
•	 Community Resilience
•	 Irrigation Tribute
•	 Manufacturing Hub
•	 Pastoral History

The trail development would not have been possible 
without the generous contribution of time and knowledge 
from members of our community.

As a taste of what information awaits you,here is an 
extract from both Council’s website & the interpretive 
signage along the main street median strip.

A period of severe drought and failed cereal cropping 
in the 1880s led to extensive lobbying for an irrigation 
development at Orroroo to support a dairy industry, 
provide economic opportunity to the local community 
and attract new settlers to the area.

In 1907, South Australian Parliament finally approved 
funding for a dam on Pekina Creek near Orroroo, and 
the development of an irrigation scheme nearby. The 
project was experimental, and the first of its kind in 
South Australia.

With fifteen horse and bullock teams, horse drawn 
drays, wheelbarrows and hands-on labour, excavation 
and construction of the site began.

Governor Sir Day Hort Bosanquet officially opened the 
Pekina Irrigation Scheme on 10th February 1910, to a 
large crowd of local residents.

The capital cost of the scheme was £51,481, and the 
capacity of the reservoir was 1,540 megalitres. The 
irrigation technology was revolutionary, using sprinklers 
to apply water to the land.

Forty blocks of ten or five acres each to grow Lucerne 
for cattle were offered for rental in 1908, in anticipation 
of the opening of the scheme. Every block was allotted, 
with applications primarily received from farmers and 
local business people.

Due to dry seasons, water supply from the reservoir was 
inadequate and by 1912 only six rental blocks were still 
operating.

A request was made to the Government to enlarge 
the reservoir, and the dam wall was raised by ten feet. 
The extra water supply attracted more dairy “blockers” 
and several families worked the dairies for many years 
supplying the Orroroo Butter Factory with cream. At 
its height, the scheme supported a thriving dairying 
industry, with up to 1000 milking cows.

Full story available on Council’s website:
www.orroroo.sa.gov.au/community/orroroo-settlers-
trail

Time to Explore the Orroroo Settler’s Trail
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From the Council Desk
Welcome to June and hopefully 
some nice soaking rains. 
This last month has been 
extremely busy from a Council 
administration perspective 
as we finalise our Annual 
Business Plan and Budget 
for the upcoming financial 
year. Exciting I know! We held 
two consultation evenings in 
Carrieton and Pekina for the plans, which were very 
well attended. Next financial year’s business plan 
and budget has been centred on ‘back to basics’ 
with expenditure focused on Asset Renewal; this was 
the clear desire of the Elected Member body and 
well received by the community at the consultation 
evenings. The discussion was fruitful and it was great 
to get some two way feedback from the community.

It was great to see some projects ‘pop out’ during 
the consultation period and Council’s Elected Body 
has reacted and made a monetary provision in the 
2023/24 Budget for two small playground projects 
that weren’t originally included in the business plan 
and budget. These two $10,000 projects are in our 
communities outside of Orroroo, in Carrieton and 
Morchard. I am really excited to see some opportunity 
for community associations to work with Council on 
creating some play spaces for our younger generations 
within the district. 

The last Council meeting in May endorsed our Long 
Term Financial Plan and also an endorsement of 
our review of the Asset Management Plan, whilst 
being pretty dry reading these documents do provide 
direction for Council with a long term focus. 

I have also held a ‘business forum’ in Orroroo in the 
last month to engage with businesses and see where 
that engagement leads. I specifically didn’t facilitate 
the event with a defined direction in mind, as I thought 
it best for the businesses as a collective to provide 
direction for future processes. Pleasingly the evening 
had 25 total attendees (not including Council staff) 
and a total of 18 different businesses represented. 
There will be further advice shortly about the next 
meeting and a summary of the feedback received 
from the survey handed out during the event. From 
my perspective it was a valuable opportunity to open 
the door to some collaboration between business and 
Council, with some excellent discussion arising.

Council will soon be embarking on its strategic and 
community planning processes. This is legislated in 
the Local Government Act and must occur within the 
first twelve months of a new Council. Apart from being 
a legislated requirement, updating the Strategic Plan 
provides a great opportunity to reset and reaffirm key 
policies, projects and service priorities. 

This process will require 
lots of consultation 
and there will be ample 
opportunity for the 
community to connect with the process and provide 
the Elected Body with the information it needs to 
create the strategic direction of Council. 

This last month has marked my 1 year anniversary 
at the District Council of Orroroo Carrieton. From 
my perspective it has been great to deliver some 
outcomes, and get to live in an awesome community 
as a bonus. My little family has settled in really nicely, 
our 3 year old daughter is creating friendships whilst 
attending the Remote Crèche at the Orroroo School, 
which is facilitated by the ‘Remote and Isolated 
Children’s Exercise’, otherwise known as RICE. We are 
so lucky to have this service in Orroroo, in what would 
otherwise be a childcare desert, they (RICE,) provide 
such a great service for our community; and the staff 
who look after our kids are just awesome. 

Whilst we are on childcare and the lack thereof, 
Council and the working party still haven’t given up on 
our childcare advocacy and we have an important visit 
scheduled in the next few weeks. This will be attended 
by the Shadow Minister for Early Childhood Education, 
The Honorable Angie Bell accompanied by Rowan 
Ramsey MP, our local Federal Member for Grey. We 
look forward to the opportunity to discuss the issues 
with the current childcare system that continues to 
‘leave our community behind’. Some of our working 
party and local parents will be attending to provide 
real life examples of the deficiencies in current policy, 
legislation and funding as we demand better access 
to childcare and learning outcomes for our children 
within our community.

“I want universal childcare to be a part of the great 
Australian story”
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 31st May 2022.

As do we all………

Council Depot 
All residents are reminded that there is to be no access 

to the Council Depot in Orroroo.

 All visitors must report to the Council Office and be 
escorted in the Depot by Staff. 
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Next Council Meeting will be held
 Wednesday 28th June 2023 

at 9am in the 
Orroroo Council Chambers. 

Council Fees & Charges Effective
 from 1st July 2023

Cemetery Charge Basis GST Inc

Single Grave 
Lease Fee

99 Year $270

Double Grave 
Lease Fee

99 Year $320

Columberiums 99 Year $270

Block Slashing Per standard 
town block

$215

Community 
Bus

Per Km $2.10

Replacement 
Bin (Per Bin)

$80 - Plus 
service 
charge - 
see Rate 
Declaration 
2023/24

Additional Bin
(Per Bin)

$80 - Plus 
service 
charge - 
see Rate 
Declaration 
2023/24

Looking for tips to optimise your internet 
connection? 

Have you considered if the set-up of your internet 
connection is keeping up with the ever-growing demand 
that digital devices, streaming, working, and gaming 

places on your broadband connection? 

Try this nbn® Home Internet Helper! It’s a series of 
simple questions and the results may provide you 
with some tips to improve the quality of your internet 
connection in home, or it may help troubleshoot 

common connectivity issues. 
www.nbnco.com.au/helper

#nbn #optimisation #stayconnected
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Guest Speaker 
Yvonne O’Dea told 
us about her tennis 
journey from the age 
of 5 when she started at 
Wynflete School, playing 
on a dirt court at lunch 
time, on which the lines 
had to be marked out 
with a pick. When she 
left school she started 
playing for Wepowie 
Tennis Club,
in a small association called White Cliffs. Then for 
Pekina, until they bought a house in Orroroo early 
1980s, then she started playing Tennis for Orroroo. 

Tennis was the No.1 sport in her life, and she has 
participated in the local Saturday tennis and also in 
the seniors competition which is held in Jamestown, 
fortnightly from October to May.
Yvonne has competed in a wide range of competitions, 
tennis carnivals, tournaments, country and state 
events all over Australia, and also in Norfolk Island 
and New Zealand. With nearly 80 years of tennis, 
she has travelled & won 79 medals, the last one at 
the recent Masters Games in Kadina last month. 

Yvonne stressed that she could not have done all 
this on her own, without all of her Team members, 
Partners, and her friends who so kindly offered 
her transport to the 
various events.

10 minute speakers 
Kayla and Chelsea, 
who are Occupational 
Therapy Students at 
UniSA. They agve us 
an informative talk. 

Next Guest Speaker for our meeting 6th June 2023 
will be Colin Parkyn

Visitors and new Members welcome.

PROBUS REPORT
On Monday night the 22nd May 2023, 15 girls made their 
Girl Guide Promise, it is very special for the Guides. The 
Girl Guide mission is to enable girls and young women 
to grow into confident, self-respecting, responsible 
community members. 

Also, a big thankyou to Lorraine the Leader of Crystal 
Brook Girl Guides for hearing Carol and I renew our 
Promise it has been many years since we were Guides. 
Thankyou to everyone who helped to make it a very special 
night for the Guides. We have 17 Guides, 3 leaders and a 
Unit helper. We meet on Monday nights from 3.30pm to 
5.30pm at the Orroroo Arts Hub 35 Fifth Street, Orroroo. 

Our unit is open to girls from 5 to 18 years old and if you 
would like to be a Unit Helper or Leader you can volunteer 
from 14 to 100 years old. 

 
Unit Leader Ursula Von Der Borch 

orroroo@girlguidessa.org.au

ORROROO GIRL GUIDES

Above: Orroroo Girl Guides

Orroroo Refuse Depot
The Orroroo Waste Depot opening hours are as 
follows:
Wednesday 3pm - 5pm
Friday 1pm - 3pm
Sunday 10am - 2pm
Please note that on days of extreme temperatures  
(eg. 40°C plus) opening times will be: 
Wednesday and Friday 9am to 11am 
Sunday 8am to 12 noon 
The Depot will be shut on Fire Ban Days and 
when too windy and/or wet 
Contact: Colin Dawes 0428 865 810 
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CARRIETON NEWS
Rainfall: After a dry spell and gloomy forecasts the 
end of May had several light showers and damp days 
to bring a tinge of green back into the country side.  
Almerta 13mm, Carrieton 13.8mm, Eurelia 19mm, 
Glen Roy 13.4mm, Johnburgh 11.5mm, Moockra 
15mm, Sandal Park 7.5mm.

A fresh, new, efficient and most importantly hygienic, 
mouse-proof kitchen is installed in the clubrooms. 
A huge thanks to the 
many volunteer hours 
spent by locals, (in 
particular Shane and 
Paddy Rowe) the local 
tradesmen and FRRR 
for the funding to enable 
the project to happen. 
It makes the clubrooms 
a very attractive 
and serviceable Hall 
available for hire.   

Contact for hire is 
Carrieton Community 
Store 8658 9030. 
(Below right) The oldest 
and youngest volunteer 
Snow Rowe and Ned 
Williams at recent 
kitchen working bee. 

Welcome to Chris 
Simms, presently 
working at Carrieton 
Store in preparation 
for taking on the 
management in the 
new business year. 
Chris has many years 
experience in business 
in Queensland. It’s 
interesting to know she 
started her early life in shop keeping in Orroroo as a 
school child helping her parents in the 4 square store. 
We wish her well in her time in our Community Store.

Carrieton Caravan Park is presently being managed 
by Martin in unison with Janet and Julie. We are still 
looking for a couple to take on the position of live-on 
site caretakers. The Park receives good reviews for 
its unique position, set within the old school grounds 
and it community shed with a fireplace to welcome 
travellers to warm comfort. Enquiries to 0429 504 
090.
 
Carrieton Rodeo Club will hold its Annual General 
Meeting on Friday 16th June at 7.30pm in Clubrooms. 
Everyone welcome.

Carrieton Progress meeting on Tuesday June 20th 
at the clubrooms at 7.30pm.  Important issues include 
Cropping Project rate rise, town improvements, 
playground  and kitchen renovations in Memorial Hall.
Everyone welcome 

Congratulations to Snow (Trevor) Rowe celebrating  
80 years on Wednesday 31st May 2023. Snow 
celebrated with family and friends at the Clubrooms 
on the weekend and the crowd that attended was an 
acknowledgement of his many years spent working 
around the state as a shearer and running a shearing 
team along with his interest in rodeo and polocrosse. 

Photos: Birthday cake (below) and Rowe family (above)

Australia Post has 
granted $1000 
to the Carrieton 
playground. The 
successful grant was 
submitted by Deb 
Hombsch through the 
Carrieton Post Office, 
this was one of 438 
nation wide.  Thanks 
Deb.

Trash and Treasure 
Carrieton Memorial 
Hall 10.00am Sunday 
11th June 2023.

The long weekend presents a great opportunity 
to come for a drive to browse through a treasure 
trove of goods ranging from old tools, home cooking, 
preserves, garden ornaments etc. Set within our local 
hall it gives comfort to traders and buyers alike with 
an offering of fresh hot scones for a sitdown morning 
tea and a follow up of BBQ and hot chips outside by a 
camp fire. 
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St Raphaels Catholic Church Mass time Saturday 
evening at 6.00pm. Father Mark Whybrow is the resident 
priest who can be contacted at Quorn presbytery 
8648 6185

CARRIETON NEWS
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We are very excited to be celebrating our Centenary this 
year. Several events will be happening to acknowledge 
this momentous occasion throughout the season so 
please stay tuned and pass on to anyone that may be 
interested.

Unfortunately, the ladies’ numbers are remaining low 
unlike other neighboring clubs who are seeing increased 
numbers. Still, we battle on!

12th April 2023
Two ladies braved the gale force winds today. Fortunately, 
it was not cold, but it was hard yakka. Jenny Liebich and 
Kate Williams managed to have the same Stableford 
points to earn equal monthly medal points. Kate also 
had a chip out on No 13.

19th April 2023
Today it was lovely to have four ladies out competing in a 
Stroke and putting competition. Windy conditions again.
Winners: International Bowl; Silver - Jenny Liebich,
Bronze - Denise Williams
Putting: Denise Williams 25 putts, Chip out No 1 26th 
April 2023 1st Round Patrons Trophy/Stroke in which 
three ladies competed.
Winner: Denise Williams 71 nett

3rd May 2023
Four ladies out today to compete in 1st round Secretary's 
Trophy/Par. 
One gent also joined us.
Winners: Maria Heywood 1up
NTP no 6 Jenny Liebich
Kate Williams chipped out on No 18 for a birdie Denise 
and Kate Williams, and Jenny Liebich played in the 
Wilmington Open on 9th May. Conditions were ideal. 
Denise and Kate were Championship runners up.

10th May 2023
Two gents along with four ladies ventured out today. We 
played 2nd round Captains trophy/Stableford.
Winners: Maria Heywood, Denise Williams and Kate 
Williams all ended up on 36 points. Kate won it on a 
countback.
Long drive No 11 Denise Williams
Chip outs Maria No 4 and Kate No 13

17th May 2023
Today four ladies along with one gent competed in 2nd 
round Handicap Managers trophy/ Stroke and putting.
Winners: Denise Williams best nett and 24 putts.
NTP No 15 Kate Williams and chip out No 14. Birdies 
Maria Heywood No 8 and Denise Williams No 17. Chip 
Out Jenny Liebich No 9. Denise and Jenny competed 
at The Dunes Open Day on 19th May in VERY wet and 
soggy conditions. Well Done, Girls, you deserve a medal 
or two!

24th May 2023
Five ladies and one gent out today in ideal conditions. 
Welcome back Nardine, lovely to see you here again.
We competed in a Stroke competition.
Winners: International Bowl - Silver - Jenny Liebich Nett 
73. Bronze – Maria Heywood 64 nett NTP No 6 Kate 
Williams and chip out No 8 Birdie No 15 Jenny Chip Out 
Denise Williams No 3.

On Friday 26th May 
Denise and Jenny, and Maria and Kate played in the 
zone foursomes at Jamestown. The course seemed to 
have been extended in length after close to an inch of 
rain overnight. Fortunately, the rain stayed away whilst 
we played. Forty players played with the Port Broughton 
girls taking out the honours. A most successful day, 
thank you Jamestown girls.

Since the season began a lot of work has been 
happening on the course for the better in preparation 
for the Centenary 
celebrations. Thank you 
to all who have been 
involved. Busy bees are 
happening most Sunday 
mornings; and all are 
welcome to join in at any 
time. As often happens 
the more you do, the 
more there seems to do. 
Any help would be most 
appreciated. Contact 
Grant, Dave, Snow or 
Rob with your offers or 
queries.

LADIES GOLF REPORT
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

RESOURCE  LIST
Using a team approach to deliver exceptional
health services, Country and Outback health aim to empower 
and advocate for health through delivering and prioritising care 
and services for rural communities.                                      
SERVICES AVALIABLE IN ORROROO
Mental Health Services                  NDIS Services
 - Coaching for Life                              - My Plan Managment
 - Understanding Me                          - Understanding Me
 - My Resilience

Scan the QR code or visit link
below for more information!

https://cobh.com.au/our-pro-

SA DROUGHT HUB
The SA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub brings 
together a range of services to collaborate with growers, govern-

ment agencies, universities, indigenous partners, 
agribusiness, research and development to deliver activities

focusing on innovation and adoption to build drought resilience 
in farming communities. Orroroo has a “node” of SA Drought 

Hub, where anyone can connect with drought resilience 
expertise. (located at the 5431 Collective)

Scan the QR code or visit 
link

https://sadroughthub.com.au/
Email: sadroughthub@adelaide.edu.

IFARMWELL
ifarmwell is a resource designed by and for farmers and farm-
ing communities to destigmatise mental health and promote
information on how/when to access health services. There are 
5 modules which can be completed to increase resilience.
OFFERS SERVICES ONLINE SUCH AS:
 - 5 Modules to increase resilience
 - Webinars guiding how to seek help
 - Script of how to chat with a GP
 - Podcast on strategies to manage life challenges
 - List of services to access in times of distress

Scan the QR code or visit link
below for more information!

https://ifarmwell.com.au/

PODCAST
DROUGHT RESILIENCE
Features graziers across SA

who’ve battled through drought
to provide insight into how they
cope with financial and mental

hardship.

IFARMWELL
This eight part series takes you
on a journey to better wellbeing

and aims to put in place
strategies to get the most out of

every day!

BLOKE TO BLOKE
Bloke to Bloke aims to break
the ice between people and

shine a light on all things
mental health from one bloke

to another!

COUNTRY & OUTBACK HEALTH
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

RESOURCE  LIST
ORROROO DISTRICT HOSPITAL
 - 24 Hr GP & on call services
 - 24 Hr Emergency service
 - Outpatients
 - Computerised Radiography
 - ECG
 - Point of care testing
 - Chemotherapy disconnections
 - Minor procedures
 - Blood services (as per GP request) 
 - Acute and Aged care services
 - Transitional care packaged - residential
 - Tele-health video
 - Consultations
 - Palliative care
 - Post natal care

Phone: (08) 8658 1200
ORROROO HEALTH CENTRE

Phone: (08) 8677 5500
 - Men and womens health
 - Virtual clinical care - Home monitoring
    program
 - CAFHS Nurse
 - Both public and private health services
 - Family Health
 - 24 Hr Blood pressure monitoring
 - 24 Hr Holter (Cardiac) Monitoring at home
 - Spirometry (measurement of
    lung capacity)
 - Vaccinations
 - Chronic Disease Management
 - Health Checks
                

OFFERED AT BOTH ORROROO HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTRE
Physiotherapist, Podiatrist, Mental Health referrals, Dietician, Diabetes Nurse Educator, Speech 

Pathologist & Respiratory Nurse

Services available for Health and Wellbeing from the Orroroo Health Centre
Centre based day care, Seniors lunch, Respite - day and overnight, Mobile Bone Density Testing - RAH, Mobile 
Breast Screening -Jamestown, Home care packages, Northern Passenger Transport Network, Portable car hoist 

to assist with transport, In home respite and outing with a driver, Services planned and in progress - Basic 
Ultrasound Machine              

Port Pirie GP plus health care services
Port Pirie GP plus offer a range of different health care services which can be accessible through referrals from 

a General Practitioner at the Orroroo Hospital or Health Centre and/or through My aged care. There is often 
an assessment completed to determine the type of support required/ how urgent the support is. Port Pirie GP 
plus will then offer Podiatry, Occupational Therapy, Dietetics, Speech Pathology or Physiotherapy. For further 

information, contact GP plus on: (08) 8638 1100

WHAT TO DO IN ORROROO!
Social engagement provides people with the opportunity to build relationships, come together and increase 

happiness. Expanding on this, occupation is at the core of everything you do and is what creates your habits, 
routines and own personal identity. Here in Orroroo, there are multiple ways you can engage with friends, family 

and community members whilst having some fun. Have a look below to see some of what Orroroo offers.  
FOOTBALL CLUB:

NETBALL CLUB: 
DARTS CLUB: 

CRICKET CLUB:
PILATES:

BLACK ROCK DIRT CIRCUIT CLUB:
BOWLING:

GOLF CLUB: 
SWIMMING CLUB: 

TENNIS CLUB: 
RIFLE CLUB:  

STRENGTH FOR LIFE: 
MOVERS AND GROOVERS: 

LIONS CLUB: 
PROBUS CLUB: 

Keith Slade - 0427 864 861
Lauren Shephard- 0427 339 646
Trevor Morgan - 8658 1543
John Sheehan -  0427 581 339
Kay Parkyn - 0479 111 040
Colin Parkyn - 8658 1261
Patrick Rowe - 8658 1009
David Salisbury - 0475 718 627
Shane Hooper - 0428 586 077
Fiona Dignan - 0428 635 915
William Naismith - 0429 671 594
www.cotasa.org.au
www.cotasa.org.au
Duncan Anderson - 0432 383 337
Lawrence Sims - 8658 1248
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ORROROO SECOND CHANCE PRELOVED
Since our journey began nearly 3 years ago, we have been able to put back thousands of dollars
into community groups and projects. The biggest thankyou to everyone who has helped along the way.
Other than the everyday running costs of markets & Op-Shop, decorating main street & events
costs and some spent on shop fittings which have totalled up to be around $12,000. 
Support has been given to:
•	 Brush with Art - $100 donation
•	 Mark 3 Binoculars Tank Hill - $7,000
•	 Little Athletics - $1,000
•	 Ruby & Hannahs schools community project painting the stobie poles - $500 
•	 Orroroo Art Hub - $200
•	 Orroroo Cemetery Group - $1,000
•	 Orroroo Mosaics group for community project - $1000
•	 Orroroo Hospital support for family outing vehicle for disabled family members - 

$2,000
•	 Orroroo Pageant - $1,000
•	 Carols in the Main - $300
•	 Orroroo Community Notice Board - $3,066
BUT THERE IS NO COST ON OUR VOLUNTEERS TIME WHICH WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR.

ORROROO REGIONAL TOURISM GROUP NEWSLETTER
In this newsletter we bid farewell to Kathy and Margaret who are moving on to be nearer to family. Margaret has 
been the contact for the Markets since we have taken them over. It’s a big job and helping in the Preloved shop 

when needed. Kathy has been the Groups Treasurer since the Group reformed. The Group will miss them both for 
their commitment to the Group and their vision for our community, we wish them the very best for the future. 

The Group is in the process of appointing replacements for these positions.

Orroroo’s Second Chance Preloved refurbishment has now been complete, thankyou to Tim, Anna (a very good 
apprentice) and Dave - it looks amazing and certainly makes people stop to have a look and meander down the 

street to what else is on offer.

ORROROO WINTER MARKETS IN THE MAIN
SUNDAY 30TH JULY 2023  9AM – 1PM

Why Not visit the Main Street and support stallholders and local businesses along the way 
Further information Orroroo Regional Tourism Group Facebook page or contact Joy 0427 533 628
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JAMESTOWN 

FREE CPAP 
CLINIC DAY 

DATE & LOCATION 

SERVICES 

CONTACT 

13th June 2023 
9am – 5pm 

For bookings call:   

8633 0500  

- CPAP trials 
- Mask fittings 
- Spare parts 
- Data Downloads 

Respirico ScooterWorld also 
provide mobility services, 
such as scooters, wheelchairs, 
walkers and more! 

Goyder’s Line Medical 
Centre (Podiatry room)  
48 Irvine Street, Jamestown 
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The Advertiser, Wednesday 30 January 1952, Out 
Among The People, By VOX
On Monday I was at Cradock’s Australia Day Sports 
with the Minister of Agriculture (Sir George Jenkins) 
and the President of the Senate (Senator Mattner). We 
fortunately struck congenial weather in the Upper North. 
As we motored up that picturesque valley between 
Caltowie and Pekina and saw bales in paddocks, Sir 
George said that more meadow hay had been baled 
this season than ever before. “They did a lot round 
Balaklava, too, unusual for there,” said the Senator.

Potato Land
All the small farm dams caught rain last week, and 
shallow sheets of water were seen in every hollow. It 
reminded me of the fine lakes on Senator Mattner’s 
model farm at Balhannah by the side of the railway line. 
He told me they held from five to seven million gallons 
each. ‘We put four bores down on the place but they were 
not satisfactory; then we tried dams,’ he said. ‘Irrigation 
has changed the whole outlook of the Adelaide hills, 
in potato production alone. We are the main source of 
Adelaide’s supply at present. ‘A remarkable number of 
bores have been sunk in the hills and there is a string of 
dams from Hahndorf to Meadows on what was dense, 
hungry scrub.’

New Hotel Host
We reached the Imperial Hotel, Orroroo, in time for 
Sunday tea and were welcomed by the new host and 
his wife, Mr and Mrs Jim Basheer, who took over from 
Mrs Rasheed two months ago. Jim Basheer has been 
in Port Adelaide for 5½ years. Before that he was well 
known in the Kingoonya district for 20 years. He started 
hawking there in a van and when the Depression came, 
and there was not much money about, he bought four 
camels to draw it and, so he says in his quiet, droll way, 
that is how he learnt the Australian language!

On way to Cradock we left Orroroo for Cradock in the 
crisp, morning air and Sir George Jenkins arranged for 
us to call on Mrs Mick Daly and her daughter Mrs Ross 
Rasheed for morning tea at their Eurelia home, where 
we saw evidence of industry and care. New fencing is 
being erected and Ross, assisted by Merv Fogden, was 
busy crutching sheep at the fine stone woolshed. Mr 
and Mrs Rasheed have two small daughters and a bright 
infant son, observant and smiling at 4 1/2 months. Mrs 
Daly and her daughter are taking them to her Glenelg 
flat soon so that they can play on the sands.

Turf Men Meet
We reflected how fortunate we were to be out in that 
undulating country when cool temperatures had 
succeeded a humid heat wave. Curious how the rain 
figures varied. We met Alan Voigt at Cradock Hotel and 
he told us they had had only 18 points at Bruce. Across 
the lunch table he said he had brought his thorough 
bred Copyist home and added him to the list. He is most 
likely sending Lady Vasey, Deck High and Our Rose to 
Jamestown races today. ‘We generally buy a two year-
old a year,’ he said. ‘First of all we got Deck High, by 
Detector. Then Ab Macdonald saw the little filly Our Rose, 
by Dasford out of Lady Rosemary, and he said he would 
not be too proud to train that for anybody. We decided 
to buy her. ‘The other day when I was in Adelaide Ab was 
praising the Dasfords.’ Alan had a pleasant surprise 
when I told him that Senator Mattner owned Dasford. 
And so they were able to discuss matters of mutual 
interest.

Gums On Creek 
Near Cradock we came to the old sports ground on a 
gum-lined creek, lent by Mr E Turner. As we entered 
the gate, Sir George Jenkins recalled that one year he 
went there a flood had washed the fence away. Jack 
Hilder (president), Lindsay Clarke (secretary), and 
committeemen gave us a hearty welcome typical of the 
bush folk.

Medical Students Run
Whom should we see appear to run in their bare feet 
in the Allcomers’ 100 yards handicap but two medical 
students from Sydney University hitch-hiking round 
Australia, in the vacation. They were Jim Purchas and 
Geoff Gibson, who left Sydney on December 3. They 
worked at Yass for three weeks and then at Murtoa 
(V) for the Grain Elevators Board. They reached Port 
Augusta on Saturday, stayed at Quorn on Sunday night 
and arrived at Cradock on Monday. A kind friend took 
them on to Hawker that night. They told me they are 
heading for Darwin and back through Mt Isa and Julia 
Creek and down the Queensland coast to Sydney by 
March 17. Constable Hartley Payne from Carrieton ran in 
the same race to help make a field, but he did not strike 
the form he showed when he won the cup at Urrbrae 
Agricultural High School sports in 1935.

Mr & Mrs Orroroo
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Moockra Schoolteacher 
Story by: Kevin Daly, formerly Wilmington, now Clare.

Miss Eileen Wallace was appointed to the Moockra 
school in late August 1929. It was her first teaching 
appointment and she had just turned 19. She remained 
there until appointed in April 1935, to the Hd Cavenagh 
school, which was northeast of Dawson. Her next 
appointment was in March 1937 to the Condowie 
South school, which was east of Snowtown, where she 
remained until her resignation from teaching at the end 
of 1939, due to her planned marriage in March 1940, 
to Vin Daly a farmer from Wilmington. 

These were all one teacher schools, mostly with low 
student numbers, sometimes spread across most 
primary school grade levels. There would also be only 
a few families involved due to the number of family 
members attending at the one time. Her teaching days 
were also through a very difficult period for everyone, 
due to the Great Depression which started in 1929 
and lasted for more than a decade. Drought conditions 
during some of those years also added to the problems. 
The serious surge in outbreaks of polio in 1937-38 was 
also a concern for most schools.

She formed great friendships with the families and the 
communities that she became involved with. When 
some of her former students enlisted for duty during 
WW2, she was saddened to learn of those that didn’t 
come home, like the twin boys from the Hd Cavenagh 
school who both became airman and both lost their 
lives. Whilst at Moockra Eileen lived in one of the railway 
cottages, with her widowed mother and other family 
members spending time with her. At the other schools 
she lived with families that had children going to the 
schools. Some interesting statistics for Moockra from 
the Education Gazette. The 1929 average attendance 
was 8.2, and Miss Wallace’s starting salary was 150 
pounds per year. 

Eileen grew up in an era that was challenging for most 
families. She was born on the Wallace property that 
was situated west of the Horseshoe, with the house 
close to the Bellaratta Creek. The creek, starting in the 
Horseshoe, ran through the property. John Wallace, her 
father was a blacksmith who had learnt his trade at 
Wilmington, Hammond and Willowie. When he married 
Ellen Kean, he opened his own blacksmith business at 
Brinkworth in 1902. His wife Ellen, was born at Sevenhill 
but grew up at Willowie where her parents had bought 
a farm. She learnt dressmaking whilst at Willowie, 
later working in Adelaide as a dressmaker, tailoress 
and milliner, later working at Tuckwell’s of Wilmington. 
By 1910 the Wallace’s had moved to the Hammond 
area, buying land in the Hd Coonatto which they called 
Bellaratta. John also continued with his blacksmith work 
in Hammond. By 1914 both the farm and the blacksmith 
business were struggling due to drought, forcing them 

to move to Yongala where they leased land. 
John became ill at Yongala. A hot coal that had lodged 
in his eye some years before had turned cancerous. 
Yongala is also where Eileen started her school days.

Whilst John received treatment at the Royal Adelaide 
Hospital, Ellen and some of their five children stayed 
with Ellen’s parents who were living in Glenelg. Some of 
the children, including Eileen continued their schooling 
at a convent school in Glenelg. The treatment for John 
was not successful, and after lingering for some time he 
died in 1917, aged 48 years.

By 1920 Ellen and the family had moved back to 
Hammond. Ellen sold the farm to John’s brother Albert 
Wallace and Ellen purchased a house in Hammond. 
Eileen finished her school days at Hammond in 1923.

Missing out on secondary schooling, it’s believed Eileen, 
to pass the Adelaide Teachers College entrance exam, 
received tutoring from an auntie, her mother’s sister, 
who had devoted her life to teaching. The principal of 
the Hammond school may have also helped, as this was 
the pathway that her younger brother Frank followed to 
enable him to achieve his ambition to also be a teacher. 
Eileen spent two years at the Adelaide Teachers College, 
at the then new Hartley Building, Kintore Avenue, 
Adelaide.

Eileen and Vin established themselves on the farm at 
Wilmington raising five children. Eileen become involved 
in the community and she was able to return to her 
teaching role in the early 1960’s, helping out at the 
Wilmington Primary School. 

Above: Eileen Wallace
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THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE STORE ON SECOND

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Phone: 8658 1030      
Email: thestoreonsecond@bigpond.com

Winter Fashions 
Now In Stock!

Preaching Plan for Orroroo Community Church 

No dates at time of print 

Catholic Church Mass times
First Sunday of month 9.30am Orroroo (Liturgy)
Second Sunday of month 10.00am Orroroo
Third Sunday of month 10.00am Pekina
Fourth and Fifth Sunday of month 10.00am 
Orroroo Carrieton 6pm Saturdays.

Preaching Plan for Goyder Ministry Area 
Orroroo 10.00am

11/6/2023	 Rev Ted White 
18/6/2023 	 Rev Owen Roberts
26/6/2023	 Judy Laskey

Preachers and Contact details
•	 Judy Laskey 0428 599 959 
•	 Debra Hombsch 8658 9048

Calendar of Events
		
Jun	 10th & 11th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit 
			   State Titles 	
Jul	 8th		  Roasting In The Roo
Jul	 16th		  Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Jul	 30th		  Orroroo Markets 
Aug	 20th		  Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Sept	 17th		  Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Oct	 11th		  International Day of Rural 	
			   Women Luncheon 
Oct	 14th		  Black Rock Dirt Circuit 
			   Family Fun Day
Oct	 29th		  Orroroo Markets

If you have anything you would like to put onto the 
Calendar of Events, please let Council know by 

emailing: council@orroroo.sa.gov.au

Justice of the Peace
Peter Amey  0438 252 430 or 8658 1020      

Trevor Laskey 0427 599 051 
Joy Ford  0427 533 628     

Sharon McCarthy 8658 1390

GAZETTE FEES AND CHARGES 
Gazette Edition (Online & Hardcopy)  Free

Annual Subscription (Posted) 	 $40.00 

	
Advertising Per Edition 
			 
Full Page Advert			   $97.00 		
Sponsorship of a Page  		  $43.00 		
1/4 Page Advert			  $36.00 		
1/2 Page Advert 		  $59.00 		
	
1/3 Page Advert			  $48.00 

						    
Annual Advertising (Get 11 editions, pay for 10) 
Invoiced annually in July each year (paid in advance) 
	
Full Page Advert 			  $970.00 	
	
Sponsorship of a Page 		  $430.00 	
	
1/4 Page Advert			  $360.00 	
	
1/2 Page Advert 		  $590.00 	
	
1/3 Page Advert			  $480.00 

Cut off dates for the Gazette 2023
Cut Off date			   Publishing Date

No Gazette In January
3rd July				   7th July
31st Aug			   4th Sept
2nd Oct				   3rd Oct
3rd Nov				   7th Nov
1st Dec				   5th Dec

For collection Enquiries please contact 
Clare Valley Waste on 

0438 884 340 
Between 8am-4pm

WASTE CALENDAR


