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CHAIRMAN OF DC ORROROO CARRIETON HONOURED
WITH JOY BALUCH AWARD
With over 24 years on Council, Chairman Kathie Bowman has been recognised for her community involvement with
the prestigious Joy Baluch Award.
The annual award honours the late Joy Baluch AM, former President of the Local Government Association and
Mayor of Port Augusta, by recognising the contribution of women currently serving with South Australian Councils.
Chairman Bowman is the first ‘regional’ councillor to receive the award since its inception.
Cr Bowman has served 12 of her 24
years with the District Council of
Orroroo Carrieton as Chairman.
Accustomed to juggling the pressures
of the family farm with her dedication
to the community, Cr Bowman said
she was very honoured to receive the
award.
“It's been such a huge part of my life,
and this is wonderful, yet very
unexpected”, she said.
“The true recognition goes to the
people, individuals and groups, what
they continue to do for this
community, and how fortunate we all
are to be part it.”
Cr Kathie Bowman accepts the award at the
LGA OGM
Image credit LGA SA

ANZAC DAY 2019 COMMEMORATIONS
Approximately 200 attended this year’s Anzac Day Dawn Service. While numbers appeared a little below previous
years, it was still a wonderful showing of community support for our servicemen and women.
A special presentation from ex-local Ralph Anesbury
(pictured with John Cozens left) provided an insight into
his life in the Royal Australian Navy. See pages 3 and 4 for
a copy of the presentation.
Wreaths were laid by many community groups and
members of the public including the Orroroo Quilters, RSL
Men and Women, CWA, Lions Club, District Council of
Orroroo Carrieton, Orroroo Area School, Ambulance &
CFS. Pastor John Cozens provided another enlightening
service.
Many stayed behind to enjoy some community spirit and a
great breakfast cooked once again by the Orroroo &
Districts Lions Club.
More pictures on page 2
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ANZAC DAY 2019 COMMEMORATION PHOTOS

Above: The Crowd at the service
Left: Elaine Williams on behalf of the RSL
Women
Top Right: Richard Bramley on behalf of the RSL
Men
Right: Orroroo Area School Students Chloe
Reddaway and Cooper Dignan watched by
teacher Matthew Dignan

Far Left: Duncan Anderson on behalf of the Orroroo &
Districts Lions Club
Left: Centre: Ann Bulcher on behalf of the Orroroo
CWA
Below: Grant Chapman on behalf of District Council of
Orroroo Carrieton

Above: Emily Byerlee & Jeff Stone
Upper Left: Sam Gibb
Lower Left: John Cozens conducting the service
Below left: Joan Ellery
Below Right: Sandra Daldry on behalf of Orroroo Quilters
Far Right : Ralph Anesbury reading the Ode
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Ralph Anesbury—My Life in the Royal Australian Navy
1960—1969 Regular Navy

1969—1974 Emergency Reserve

More next page
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Ralph Anesbury—My Life in the Royal Australian Navy Continued
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Chairman's Chatter
I've woken up this morning to some dampness on the ground and although not nearly
enough to be considered a break, at least the rain has finally fallen from the sky & let's hope
more worthwhile falls occur shortly. The challenges of keeping stock alive and thriving are
never ending and almost totally consuming.
Over the past few weeks I've approached a number of local businesses with regard to hosting
some University of SA physiotherapy students from July who will be visiting us to do some practical studies for
their degrees. They will be staying at the old Community Home and working at the Council with both the
Administration & Engineering staff as well as the Caravan Park, Orroroo Hotel & Blacksmiths Chatter. It is the
hope that the program will be ongoing and many students from all facets of Allied Health will come to Orroroo
to be involved in this program. It is the fervent wish of Steve Richmond, President of the HAC, that these
students find their time in the country so enjoyable that they'll want to live there on a permanent basis. Thank
you to those businesses who have volunteered to be involved. I hope there are valuable outcomes for you.
On the question of staff, I believe it is paramount that everyone remembers that Council Staff are the
messengers, not the policy makers. It is unfair that they should be held responsible for the decisions made
within the Council Chambers and as such should be expected to wear “vented frustration” from rate payers. If
you have a problem about anything to do with Council operations, there are several avenues open to you, see
me or ring me up, see the CEO or ring him or write to the Council or attend the forum at the beginning of each
Council meeting. Please don't harass our staff, they have the right to live in our community the same as all of
us and not be singled out for simply doing their job.
It has never been my intention to seek personal reward from being a member of your Council but when it
comes along so unexpectedly it is such a wonderful thrill. Thank you to everyone who offered their
congratulations but it would be remiss of me not to single out a few people for my very special gratitude. You
can't win awards such as Joy Baluch's unless someone nominates you and someone writes nice things about
you. I am indebted to Councillor Joy Ford who thought me worthy of a nomination and CEO Dylan who with
the obvious help of staff members who have known me a long time, wrote a most gratifying citation. I've been
privileged to have worked with some excellent Councillors over the years and a couple of CEOs with whom I've
shared great relationships. I thank them all.
To my family especially Rob, I have valued their support over all the 24 years but most especially the 12 I've
spent as your Chairman. This has been an incredible time for me. Thank you one & all.
Kathie

Council would like to thank residents in Orroroo who rake up pods, leaves and sticks
on footpaths and road verges for Council to collect. It is great that residents take
pride in their community and would like to continue to assist.
Council can confirm that they will continue to pick up the pods, leaves and sticks on
the first Tuesday of the month if residents rake them into heaps in front their
homes. Keep up the good work!

Trees for Life
Council are expecting a delivery of trees and shrubs from the ‘Trees for Life Program’. If you are interested in
planting trees or shrubs on your property, please contact Council. Trees will be available for collection in late May.
Phone: 8658 1260 or email council@orroroo.sa.gov.au
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Community Survey – Gum Tree
During late March–early April 2019, Council conducted a short survey of the community
on the future of the gum tree located on Fourth Street, Orroroo adjacent to the Butcher
shop.
Background
The gum tree is causing road verge, footpath and kerbing to lift and crack. Council has
had numerous informal concerns raised regarding the safety risk posed by this damage
to pedestrians.
Roots from the tree have also lifted the floodwater gate, and engulfed the drain and
linking pipework. In late 2018 after a short rain event, stormwater flowed across the
intersection posing risks to passing traffic, as it could not enter the floodwater gate.
Council have been advised that roots are also affecting the foundations of nearby
buildings.
The height of the tree affects the overhead power lines and deposits substantial amounts of debris on the roof tops
and guttering of neighbouring business premises. The same debris covers the footpath and adjacent car parking
areas. The tree has also dropped large branches in the past.
Summary of Responses
A total of 60 survey responses were received, of which 53 stated to be members of the community. 46 respondents
(77% of all respondents) believed the gum tree to be of historical significance to the township. 83 percent of
respondents believed the tree should be retained (either left alone or maintained). Ten respondents stated the tree
should be removed entirely, and 3 did not respond to this question.
With regard to expenses incurred through management of the tree (should it be retained), 44 respondents (76% of
all respondents) were supportive of Council funding ongoing maintenance and repair to associated Council owned
infrastructure.
Many respondents offered additional commentary to elaborate on survey responses or provide a further point of
view, a sample is included below:








Trim tree and leave. It has shade potential for businesses and cars parked in that area. Tree doesn’t pose
immediate threat of damage from fallen limbs
Don’t cut it back
The minor inconvenience of the tree is insignificant to the greenery, shade and beauty of the tree. It is hard
enough to grow a tree of significance in our environment without removing them. Obviously the tree needs
to be maintained to prevent falling limbs.
The tree has been trimmed before successfully. We are happy for Council to find the best way to
maintain roads and footpaths in that zone
This tree shades shops and cars parked. If trimmed and maintained will still do this. Does not seem to be a
limb dropping hazard tree
My preference is for the tree to remain in as complete condition as is possible/practical. If cut back leaving it
in as natural shape as possible unlike trees trimmed by SA Power Network contractors; examples of which
are quite common

Notably, 98 percent of respondents stated that they felt Council should consult with the community before making
a decision on these types of matters.
Council Decision
Community consultation occurred principally via a short survey which closed on Friday 5th April 2019.
The responses were considered at the Council Meeting held on 17th April 2019 where Council resolved to:
1.
endorse the retention of the gum tree located on Fourth street, adjacent the Butcher Shop, Orroroo;
2.

request that the CEO seek advice from a relevant specialist regarding trimming and ongoing maintenance of
the tree for inclusion in future work plans, and;

3.

request the CEO review associated damage to footpaths or other Council owned infrastructure for
consideration in 2019/20 budget discussions.

Council wishes to thank the community for participating in the survey.
Goyder’s Line Gazette
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Drought Initiatives Officers Report
My work the last month has involved mostly facilitating the best case scenario for local
contracts to complete the projects under the Drought Communities Program. Whilst all
the projects are local based initiatives and are going to have direct and indirect positive
outcomes for the community, it has been difficult to ensure we could engage local
contractors for all tasks. There has been a range of reasons however sadly it is obvious we
have less expertise and resources in our regional areas. Where possible we have initiated local stays and spends
to increase the benefits.
That got discussion happening in the office, as a community how can we broaden the support toward dollars
going and staying around the community. I noticed a quote in a drought article…
The Daily Telegraph reports that “84 per cent of businesses are being affected by drought... “
In light of this stat I thought surely we could take an approach, much like educating ourselves for looking after the
environment – what can we do in ‘our own backyards?’
Shop Local is a great campaign – I have seen a relevant post from Bendleby Ranges recently advertised before the
Easter Break.
As everyone is too well aware a lot of businesses are closing in regional
areas, younger people are finding it harder to secure employment and it
is challenging for businesses to start-up, sustain profitability and so on,
especially in ‘tough times’.
So just like tackling environmental issues, small steps are hugely
valuable. I have thought about my own spending habits and challenged
colleagues to consider their own. We came to the conclusion; if we
could all take a challenge to spend $10 more locally each week, that
could possibly make a difference to a local person’s employment, range
of local products and the longevity of a business in our town. That’s
three good reasons right there, so let’s start a local campaign…
Before you purchase out of town…
Can you purchase it locally (even if you negotiate a price??)

CAN YOU SPEND $10 more EACH WEEK Locally?
Cheers, Jodie Boully
Drought Initiatives Programme Facilitator

Microchipping
All dogs and cats must be microchipped
Owners must microchip their dogs and cats by 12 weeks of age or at the point of sale (which ever occurs first).
This includes dogs and cats that were more than 12 weeks of age on 1 July 2018.
Veterinarians may exempt an animal for medical reasons.
Microchipping is the most effective form of permanent identification for your dog or cat.
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Photos by
John
Mannion
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ORROROO TOURISM GROUP NEWS

SMALL HALLS FESTIVAL
Talk about mad March, what a great time we had showcasing so much talent from our community and afar, it is
truly something we should be proud of. We were so privileged to be able to host the Small Halls Festival Friday
15th March featuring Canadian group “The Once” and the very talented Brisbane artist John Flanagan. We
couldn’t have scripted the weather any better, perfect sunset and no wind or dust. 60 people were able to enjoy
our very first ever fine dining experience in the Main and what a meal it was. Catered for by such professional
young people from the Orroroo Area School and guided by Jess and Gaye Kuerschner. It was truly amazing! You
would have expected to spend over $100 per head in Adelaide; but in Orroroo a mere $50.
The music students were not to be out done by the hospitality students. The talent was phenomenal under the
tuition of music teacher Mike Custance, they could really belt out a tune. The dinner guests and concert audience
couldn’t speak highly enough of our local talent. Some of the feedback to us, “we didn’t know we had that sort of
talent in our community”, “awesome, truly awesome”, “we have been so lucky to have witnessed this event, truly
amazing”.
The Tourism Group would like to thank the Orroroo Area School for being part of this event, the community who
supported it. Hopefully it will be a long lasting partnership for events in the feature. WATCH THIS SPACE!!!!!
If you follow our Facebook page you would have seen the reviews from The Small Halls group, they so enjoyed
their time here. We did have contact with them this week and they are looking forward to visiting us again next
year with a new group of talent on the tour. We are not privy to tell you where the talent is coming from next
year, but what we can say, you will be blown away again.

MARKETS IN THE MAIN
Our first Main street market was held on Sunday 30th March in conjunction with the Half Marathon. It was a very
successful market and we are looking forward to the next on the 26th May 9am – 1pm. We would like feedback
about holding the markets in the main street. Please contact us through messenger on the Orroroo Regional
Tourism Group Facebook page or email OrrorooRTG@gmail.com or leave feedback with Lynette (The Store on
Second) or Kathy (Orroroo Kangaroo).

ORROROO MAIN STREET MARKETS
Sunday May 26th
9am – 1pm
New stall holders welcome
Contact - Margaret 0418800581
Lynette 0427581310
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GARDEN AFFAIR IN THE MAIN

Saturday October 12th
9am – 1pm
Plants, bulbs, workshops, garden art, guest speakers and more
More details later

2019 ANZAC YOUTH VIGIL
On the 24th of April, three of our young CFS Cadets, were joined by
leader John Schmidt and others from around the region in a ceremony
providing a vigil to protect the War Memorial in Adelaide, a tradition
that started in 2001.
Organisations that have a formal youth/cadet program have the
opportunity to participate in an all night vigil where the young people
‘guard’ the memorial to ensure it remains undamaged for the ANZAC
day services.

Left - Right - Paul Scott, David Bull,
Blake French, John Schmidt

The cadets arrived in time to begin the vigil at 1800hrs. This involved
spending all night sharing a roster where eight youth/cadets were
positioned around the memorial and via a marching system rotating these positions approximately every ten
minutes. With eight cadets doing this all night there was a lot of standing guard, marching and waiting around.
Our cadets were amongst the first group to stand guard and were also one of the last ones to leave the
memorial. A credit to our young cadets.
Even more impressive was their representation of the CFS
star Insignia. The insignia and its meaning was introduced to
the cadets on the bus trip down and they were challenged to
memorise the meanings of the eight points; tact, loyalty,
dexterity, observation, sympathy, gallantry, explicitness and
perseverance. They were then challenged to uphold these
values throughout the night which they did in an exemplary
manner.
Congratulations to Paul, David, Blake and John .
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Orroroo Golf Club News
6/4/19 Orroroo Golf Club Opening Day
The 6th of April was the opening day for the Orroroo Golf Club. There was a great turnout of fourteen players
hitting off to battle the very dry and dusty conditions. The day was a two-person ambrose competition. The
winners of the day were Wilbur and Jess with a 45 off the stick with a 33 net score. The nearest to pin on No 3
was Jenny, the nearest to pin on No 6 and No 15 was Matt Kuerschner. Jackson took out the long drive on No 5
for the men and Jenny claimed the ladies long drive.

A great turnout for the first game of
the season

Men’s Captain Grant Reddaway hitting
the 1st ball of the season on No 1

Club President Jenny Liebich
teeing off the ladies tee on No 1

13/4/19 Store on Second Trophy
The 13th April was the first stroke competition for the season. A good turnout of 10 players hitting off for 18 holes.
The winner of the Store on Second Trophy was Wilbur with a 72 off the stick with a very impressive 60 nett. Mark
Woods claimed the nearest to pin on No 6 ,whilst Snowy claimed the long drive on No 5.
20/4/19 Easter Saturday Stroke Competition
Easter Saturday was just a normal stroke competition.
Eight players hit off to tackle the dry, dusty and prickly
course. Roly Kuerschner claimed victory and won the day
with an 80 off the stick with a 66 nett. Kevin O’Dea claimed
the long drive on No 4.
27/4/19 Green Bottle Recycling Trophy
The 27th April was the Green Bottle Recycling Trophy.
There was a fantastic turnout of players, sixteen playing 18
holes and 3 playing 9 holes. The winner of the Green Bottle
Recycling trophy was Wilbur, with a 76 off the stick with a
65 net. Kevin O’Dea won the B grade with an 80 off the
stick with a 65 net.
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Carrieton Newsletter May 2019
Another dry month. Carrieton recorded two rains , one of 3 mls on Easter
Sunday and 2 mls April 30th. Not significant falls but good to see rain clouds on
the horizon.
Congratulations to Kirsty , Kane and Jack Manning on the birth of their second
son and baby brother, Mick John Bertram.
“White Roo “
The white roo that lived in paddocks near the town over the past 10 years and a
favourite with locals and visitors has been found in her final resting place in the
cemetery paddock.
Terry Williams recently took some of the Carrieton rodeo horses from Mt Barry
to the Aileron rodeo. It was a successful trip with all horses remaining unridden
on the day. Thankyou to Daniel for organising and to Terry for making it happen.
Repairs to Carrieton Store funded by the Federal Drought Communities Program through the District Council of
Orroroo Carrieton will begin within the coming week.
Renovations to the Carrieton Hotel have started with a major clean up on the inside and outside of the building, by
Steve, Jess and friends
The Holowiliena History tour held at the start of SA History festival month was a successful day with 16 people
attending (8 from Adelaide).
Farewell and best wishes to Father Jimmy who has left the Quorn/Hawker/Carrieton parishes to be stationed at
Port Pirie. Welcome to Father Harold. Mass time will continue to be at 6.00pm on Saturday evenings unless
advised otherwise.
Congratulations to Almerta Station. At the recent Landmark wool sales they received the highest price certificate in
two divisions ( 19.5 to 20.4 micron, 20.5 to 22.5 micron) for the
southern region (SA, Western NSW, Vic, Tas).
Tourist numbers for April have been unprecedented with all
Carrieton tourist businesses recording their busiest time in
years.
The Annual Campdraft at Carrieton enjoyed fine weather
conditions and a good crowd of spectators and competitors
with 255 runs plus finals . Competitors came from interstate
Campdraft Grounds and all over SA . The Carrieton Open was won by Bill Willoughby,
Junior campdraft won by Alice Johnson and Open Draft by Graham
Boulsh( Vic)
To all Mothers. May you enjoy your day on Sunday May 12th.
Coming events
Community Tea Friday 6.00pm 24th May
BYO drinks Steak chips and salads and desert. Everyone welcome
Trash and Treasure Sunday June 9th.
Local Talent - Heidi Rodgers, Nick Piggott and
Sam Gibb entertain the crowd
Goyder’s Line Gazette

17

Two games in to Season 2019 and what
a start it has been!
All grades in both seniors and juniors have played
some great netball!

Orroroo Netty Gals - Kellie White, Reilly Nutt, Kate Pearce, Laura
Kirchner, Rebekah Rasheed,Carly Marshall, Mollie Duffy, Karlee
Dohnt, Abbie Kuerschner

In order to be up & going for Season 2019, there is a
lot of ‘behind the scenes’ work in the months prior,
so a huge thankyou to all our volunteers who have contributed and particularly to our committee for your
dedication, problem solving abilities & willingness to do everything & anything for the club. It is greatly
appreciated!

Now we need to keep a good thing going, so players please ensure you check the canteen rosters & team sheets
for umpiring, scoring & timing duties. We would hate for you to miss out on your job…..(In other words, please
turn up!!)
Thank you to all of our existing and new sponsors for 2019. Without your generosity & contributions, it would
make running our club a very difficult job indeed.
Match of the Round
Congratulations to our mighty I Grade girls who got their first win and won match of the Round’ last week….
In a nail biting game (and not to mention in only their second game ever of competitive netball ), the mighty I
graders staged a big upset beating BMW by 1 goal in an inspirational last quarter effort. The zippy mid courters
Alice, Lucy, Skye & Callie worked so hard all game eventually wearing their opposition down with some seriously
fancy footwork and great defensive efforts. Some crucial intercepts from Lily, Sophie and Millie in defence turned
a 3 goal losing margin at 3/4 time in to a lead. Hannah and Tayla were
shooting stars getting 14 goals between them. Under the watchful (wise?)
eyes of coach Dignan and overexcited manager Catherine; this team of girls
are one to watch in the future : watch out once the Guru continues to get
them working on the basic skills and netball strategies, they will be
unbeatable against girls a lot older than them!
Go team!!

Player Milestone
250 GAMES
What a way to start the season...Congratulations to Sarah Thomas who
played her 250th senior game for the club in round one
In her last 249 games, Sarah has proved herself as one of our clubs all time
most accurate and reliable goalies.
She has picked up many well deserved best & fairest awards at both club

Goyder’s Line Gazette

18

ORROROO FOOTBALL CLUB
Round one was played in perfect conditions and we welcomed many new players
and families to the club.
The Football competition built as the day went on from Juniors to A's and a great
game was to end the day that will certainly give the Crystal Brook boys something
to think about for next time.
Our Canteen Ladies and helpers again started the season in great form, and the
Lions complimented beautifully with their chips and donuts.
We thank many volunteers throughout the day that allows this to happen and the players that provide our
entertainment.
Finishing a good day out, the clubrooms had Teas and the first social club event for the year "The Players
Auction" went very well.
Thank you to everyone who comes along and supports the Club; Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Community
Members or Sponsors.
We look forward to another successful day this week in Orroroo when we meet Southern Flinders on the 4th May.
Round 1 - 13/4/2019

Orroroo vs Crystal Brook

Junior Colts
Orr 5-22-112
CB 0-0-0
Best: J Dignan, J Clark, N Bowman, L Clark, E Rowe
Senior Colts
Orr 11-16-82
CB 2-0-12
Best: J Rowe, W Bowman, H Slade, C Froling, C
Naismith
B Grade
Orr 5-3-33
CB 12-8-80
Best: M Kuerschner, C Finlay, J Smith, S Dohnt, C Luckraft

Bring it on……………..The opening game against last
years premiers, Crystal Brook was a nail biter

A Grade
Orr 11-10-76
CB 12-10-82
Best: J Lawson, D Hughes, D Redden, A Lee, A Catford, B O’Dea

Round 2 - 27/4/2019

Orroroo vs BMW

With travelling to Wilmington on the weekend, a great day was had in good conditions.
The food, company and sportsmanship was in good spirits. The football was hard at it all day with the Junior
teams having good wins, and again a great game completed the day.
Junior Colts
ORR 14-12-96
BMW 0-1-1
Best: J Dignan, J Clark, L Clark, N Bowman, B Thomas

B Grade
ORR 2-9-21
BMW 8-10-58
Best: M Kuerschner, S Donht, K Ackland, K Slade,
W Bowman.

Senior Colts
ORR 3-1-19
BMW 8-9-57
Best: H Slade, J Hilder, W Bowman, S Pitkin,
M McKeough
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A Grade
ORR 6-12-48
BMW 7-5-47
Best: A Catford, D Ellery, B Tapscott, C Ackland, B ODea
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New BARBERSHOP Coming to
JAMESTOWN.

No you won't get a haircut, but you will get a
refreshing treat for your ears and a free spinal
massage as the close harmony sends tingles down
your spine! Remember when Jamestown was the
centre for Barbershop singing in the Mid North. The
Jamestown Barbershop Quartet and more recently
the Caltowie Harmony Chorus. Well, if you were
entertained by the unaccompanied style of pure vocal
harmony then you will be blown away by the quality
and entertaining presentation of the Adelaide Vocal
Union Chorus.
Jamestown and the Mid North are privileged to have
this wonderful group of singers performing in the
Uniting Church Hall on the 19th of May at 12pm.
Tickets available for $15 from Palmers Jewellers
Jamestown or online:- eventbrite.com.au
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Looking back at Orroroo and district in the early years …
The South Australian Advertiser, Thursday 27 June 1878 p6
Taking the position of Orroroo with respect to the neighbouring Hundreds, and the probability of railway
extension northward, I am inclined to think very favourably of the future prospects of this township. That I am
not alone in my opinion is evidenced by the fact that Messrs Levine & Judell, of Jamestown, have nearly
completed one of the largest and handsomest shops to be seen out of Adelaide; and indeed it would compare
very favourably with a good many in that city. The building is a very long way ahead of the usual class of shops
run up in new townships.
Orroroo boasts of one hotel, two stores besides the one mentioned, saddler and bootmaker's establishments
and a Bank is about to be erected. A chemist has also started in business. From Orroroo our road lay through
hilly country to Pekina Head Station, now in the occupation of Crown Lands Ranger Harslett. The station
buildings are prettily situated on the banks of the Pekina Creek, the head station being upon the right bank,
and the woolshed, men's huts and overseer's quarters (now the police-station) on the left bank.
The creek at this point is rather wide, and after heavy rains a considerable body of water rushes with great
velocity down the plains. From Pekina Head-Station the road crosses the creek close to the location of a party
of brickmakers, who work almost in the bed of the creek, and thence by the woolshed, now disused, over hills
of a rocky character.
The country about here is rather rough for farming purposes, though admirably adapted for grazing. A few
sections only are taken up. Continuing our course we entered the Hundred of Coomooroo, and on emerging
from a long narrow gorge we obtained our first glimpse of the Flinders Range, terminating at its southern
extremity in Mount Remarkable.
This noble range rises abruptly from the plain which skirts its eastern slope, and runs parallel with another
extensive range of hills on the opposite side of a wide valley nearly similar to Black Rock Plain—in fact running
almost parallel with it, and also extending northward for an immense distance through the Hundreds of
Gregory, Willowie, Pinda, and Willochra.
Journeying through the Township of Morchard, which at present consists of a store, and a hotel in course of
construction, with a lot of ruinous old buildings designated "St. Peter's Boiling-Down" — which have since been
sold at auction by the Government — we passed a fine bald hill known as Coomooroo Hill, on our right. After
crossing a stony creek several times we reached the track leading to Melrose.

Aerial View of Orroroo 1938 - Check out the Golf Course!
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Looking Back ……
News (Adelaide), Thursday 16 August 1928 p5
PEKINA STATION
Visit by Mr. Thompson, MP
TRADE WITH BROKEN HILL
Once the headquarters of one of the largest pastoral holdings in the Commonwealth, the old homestead of Pekina
Station, in the north-eastern district of South Australia, is now but a memory.
A few heaps of crumbled masonry presented a picture of desolation to Mr TT Thompson, MP, when he this week
visited the site of the old homestead once occupied by Mr Price Maurice. The advance northward of farmers into
the territory of the pastoralists is reflected in the sub-division of Pekina Station.
The district is now fairly well populated, and the station, now cut down to between 4,000 and 5,000 acres, is the
property of Mr H Cottrell, a brother-in-law of Mr Thompson.
Renowned for Wool Clip
As a boy aged eight years, the present owner first saw the station 63 years ago. With his father and an elder
brother he had walked the whole distance from Burra. Daily stages of the long journey were Booborowie, Canowie,
Goodwell's [sic] Well, Yongala, Mannanarie, Black Rock and Pekina.
The late Mr W Swann was manager of the station and it’s huge tract of country at the time. Work was found for Mr
Cottrell and the elder son. Young Cottrell went to the station school, the mistress of which was the late Mrs J
Hewlit. In the early days Pekina was renowned for it’s wool clip. The clip for 1865 from Canowie, Pekina, and
Oladdie Stations, then owned by Mr Price Maurice, was estimated to be worth £30,000.
The shearing shed at Pekina measured 120 ft by 40 ft, accommodation having been provided for 30 shearers at
work. Only a few feet of the wall remains. Pekina Reservoir, which supplies the irrigation blocks on Walloway
Plains, as silted up a good deal. At present blockers are unable to obtain sufficient water.
Fine building stone, from which slabs measuring up to 10 ft by 4 ft wide and 1ft in thickness may be cut, is to be
found on the old station.
Rain Urgently Needed
Mr Thompson reported that wheat crops at Pekina, Mannanarie, Morchard and Willowie were doing well,
particularly those about the last mentioned place.
Rain was urgently needed at Walloway, Eurelia, Carrieton, Hammond, Quorn, and Hawker, where crops were
backward. Tradespeople at Orroroo and Yarcowie were feeling the effect of New South Wales competition in the
trade with Broken Hill, since the direct rail route to Sydney was opened.
Although Orroroo is only 175 miles from Broken Hill, compared with 600 miles separating the Barrier and Sydney,
flour millers of Sydney were able to sell their product at Broken Hill at a much cheaper rate than the South
Australian millers could quote.
A similar position existed in regard to the butter trade. From Broken Hill South Australian flour and butter
manufacturers had received good orders in the past owing to the high standard of production, but this trade was
now in jeopardy.

Orroroo Flour Mill, once selling 1000 tonnes of flour per year
and located on the current Pro Motors site, was destroyed by
fire in 1945
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SA Farmers Butter Factory was opened in 1921, after
the original factory was destroyed by fire in 1919.
The total cost to build and establish the business,
including the Manager’s residence was £8000

Looking back at Orroroo and district in the early years …
The Areas' Express, Saturday 9 March 1878, p3
ON SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 1878
At Two o'Clock
SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION
On the Land adjoining the Pekina Woolshed, and known as the Horse Paddock, midway between Pekina and
Orroroo Townships. E. CRISPE is instructed by the Executors in the Estate of Thomas Cooper, deceased, to sell as
above, without reserve —
1 Wagon
1 Reaper
New Winnower
2 Double Ploughs
200-Gal. Iron Tank
3 Draught Horses
Shaft-leading and Plough Harness
About 3 Tons Hay
Carpenter's Bench
A large quantity of Carpenter's Tools
2 Clamps
Grindstone

Wheel barrow
2 Mason's Tressels, and
Sundry articles, Furniture and Cooking Utensils.
also,
English Wagons, really good
1 German wagon
1 Double plough
3 Single plough
4 Saddle and Buggy Horses
2 Earth Scoops
1 Winrower by Bagshaw and
Other Miscellaneous Lots.

Terms— Approved Bills at 3 months, for sums over £25.
Luncheon Provided. Please note this group does not

operate on Public Holidays
The Areas' Express (Booyoolee), Wednesday 29 November 1882 p2
PEKINA.- From our own correspondent. November 14.
The crops in this neighbourhood promise this year a fair yield. After heat and cold, rain and sunshine holding out
some days promise of a most bountiful harvest, and at others threatening disaster, the result in a few days will
soon be told.
Haymaking is an event that is now recorded in history, and the yield, although scarcely up to what we have had
some years previously, yet is as much as was anticipated.
We had on Monday last, some nice showers of rain. In fact it rained all through Monday night, and slight showers
fell on Tuesday.
The old Pekina Station is now a scene of much activity. It has recently been purchased by Mr John Dunn, and at
the present time several shearers are busily employed.

The Areas' Express, Friday 5 November 1886 p 2
Shearing is being vigorously carried on at the old Pekina Station, and the clip is slightly
above the average.
These crumbling ruins are all that
remain of Pekina station. In the
1840s Pekina was the
northernmost outpost
of European settlement in South
Australia. It was established by
the Chambers brothers but after
18 months without a drop of rain
they sold it to Price Maurice. In
the 1870s the station was broken
up and sold to wheat farmers
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Probus President’s
Report
25 members were fascinated by the skill and patience of Brian Teskey, as he shared with us his passion for building
small models. This hobby began with the building of radio controlled aeroplanes, but the fact that so many of his
planes finished up in pieces after crashing caused him to look at other forms of model building.
After having a go at a hovercraft which proved very challenging Brian moved on to building a Paddle steamer with
lights, smoke and sounds.
To make his models more realistic he added crew members which meant working with figures that were only a
few millimetres tall.
After being given a tiger moth kit made out of thin steel sheeting, Brian went
on to make quite a number of models including sailing ships, cars, tanks and
dragons to name a few. The pieces are all laser cut and then patiently put
together, taking many hours before they are finished.
Brian was able to buy this model of the USA ship Constellation after it had
been damaged in a fire and was in very poor condition. After many hours of
restoring it Brian was able to add many other details to the ship including
putting furniture in the Captain’s cabin, but unfortunately it can’t be seen
anymore. There are even cannon balls next to many cannons making this a
very detailed model.
Brian at the request of a friend was asked to assemble an early model buggy made out of wood with steel springs
costing around $1000. Fortunately there was no time frame as to how soon it had to be finished as it proved to
take many hours to put together.
Another model that Brian had on show was this wooden model with lots of moving parts that, when you moved
one wheel the whole lot rotated in unison. All these parts are screwed together. When asked how he manages to
do this he told us how he has collected equipment, a drill from his dentist, operating instruments from his doctor.
Everyone was impressed with his talent and patience at producing such amazing pieces of art.
Richard Bramley proposed a vote of thanks to Brian.
John Cozens

Come Support Your
Community
By Volunteer Driving
For Northern
Passenger
Transport
Contact us in Melrose
Phone: (08) 8666 2255
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Spending some time on the Driver Reviver Van over the Easter Long Weekend I found it interesting to observe
the driving behaviour of those on the road. Although the traffic was very heavy and there were plenty of signs
around indicating that we were operating a Driver Reviver site, it was quite common to go for over an hour
without anyone stopping. But when one vehicle did stop, it was more than likely that before you had finished
serving them other cars would start pulling in and in a matter of a few minutes there could be five or six vehicles
stopping for a break and a chat feeling that this is a safe place to be.
It seemed to me that no one wanted to be first, but when they saw other people were stopping they felt it was
OK to do the same thing. I guess it is a sense of safety in numbers. On that first Easter Jesus showed the world
what it is like to be a leader. Although it looked like He was just an innocent victim who was going to die on a
cross, He was in fact being a leader who was going to die on a cross in the place of all humankind. Jesus took
upon Himself the sin of the world and died in our place.
As a result of that act, where He conquered death and rose again, millions of people around the world have
come to know Jesus in a personal way and that it is indeed a safe place to be. May you come to know the
blessing of the Easter story.
God bless, John Cozens

Waste Collection

Recycling Collection

SA School Holidays

Public Holidays

Orroroo Refuse
Depot

Household Waste
Collection
Bins out by 6.30am
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For Collection Enquiries
Contact Veolia on
08 8645 8849 between
8.30am—4pm
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The Orroroo Waste
Depot opening hours
are as follows:
Wednesday 3pm - 5pm
Friday 1pm—3pm
Sunday 10am—2pm

Looking back to the 1960s - Brenton Luckraft and brother Sam.

(Photo courtesy of Rhonda Gibb).

Moving right along to 2019… the boys at the
Carrieton Rodeo.
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CHURCH NOTICES

May 2019

ANGLICAN CHURCH 21 FOURTH ST
5th May
10am Morning Prayer Worship
Team
th
12 May
9.30am Holy Communion
District Priest
th
19 May
No Service
th
25 May
11.30am Holy Communion Service
at Peterborough Anglican Church

UNITING CHURCH FIFTH STREET
10.00am Sundays ALL WELCOME!
Holy Communion: 12th May
5th May
John Staker
th
12 May
Rev Owen Roberts
th
19 May
Ian Shields
th
26 May
Pete Porch
ORROROO COMMUNITY CHURCH
10 FOURTH STREET
10.00am Sundays
5th May
Alan Matson
th
12 May
Alan Matson
th
19 May:
lan Matson
th
26 May:
John Cozens
nd
2 June:
Lawrence Sims
ALL WELCOME!

CATHOLIC CHURCH 54 FOURTH ST
Saturday Vigils
4th May
7.00pm Orroroo
5th May
12th May

8.30am Booleroo
8.30am Booleroo
10.00am Pekina
th
19 May
10.00am Orroroo
th
26 May
8.30am Booleroo
10.00am Pekina
CATHOLIC CHURCH —Carrieton
Saturdays 6.00pm

NATIONAL DAY OF THANKS
SATURDAY 25 MAY 2019

Giving thanks for those who have made a difference in the life of our community:
Local Government Chaplains
Our Unsung Heroes (those who work quietly in the background)
www.austhanks.org.au

PRO MOTORS
5 Second Street
ORROROO SA 5431 Phone: 8658 1009

Goyder’s Line Gazette

Looking after all your vehicle needs!
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR—-2019
May
18th Football Club - Ipod Shuffle

September

Orroroo Market

15th Black Rock Dirt Circuit

19th Black Rock Dirt Circuit

20th - 6th Oct - Brush with Art

June

21st

26

th

1st
9th

Black Rock Dirt Circuit - Burnouts

Football Club - Games Night

22nd Orroroo Market

Trash & Treasure @ Carrieton Hall

October

th

Black Rock Dirt Circuit

nd

Football Club - Red Faces Night

TBC Carrieton Swimming Pool Annual Fundraising
Night

th

Seniors Lunch

16
22
26

11th, 12th & 13rh

July
8th-12thMobile Bone Density Service
20th

Men’s Open Day

21st

Black Rock Dirt Circuit

Orroroo Quilters Quilt Display

12

th

Orroroo Market - Garden Affair in the Main

20

th

Black Rock Dirt Circuit

23

rd

Seniors Lunch

November
24th Orroroo Market

28th Orroroo Market

December

August
18th Black Rock Dirt Circuit

Seniors Lunch—date to be advised

28th Seniors Lunch

Carrieton Rodeo

9th

Farmers Golf Day

Happy Mother’s Day to all the wonderful Mums. We hope you are
all spoilt by your beautiful families.
The store will be open on Mother’s Day.

New winter fashions in store now.
Don’t forget The Store on Second will be open on the 26th May
for Market Day.
Cheers from us at The Store on Second
Goyder’s Line Gazette
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