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CHILDCARE WORKING PARTY UPDATE

The Orroroo Carrieton Childcare working party on 
Wednesday 28th June 2023 hosted the Shadow Minister 
for Early Childhood Education, Angie Bell MP and 
Rowan Ramsey MP, our local Federal Member for Grey. 
Both were keen to understand the needs and issues in 
our Council district. We sincerely thank them for their 
engagement and willingness to meet our community.

We took the opportunity to discuss the issues with the 
current childcare model that continues to ‘leave our 
community behind’. Our working party and local parents 
attended and provided ‘real life examples’ of the 
impacts of the deficiencies in current policy, legislation 
and funding for childcare in rural communities. 
Our working party offered well researched suggestions 

in relation to possible legislative changes that could 
assist small communities like ours to fill the large gaps 
created by flawed policy and funding models.   

We clearly articulated the real impact of the ‘lack of 
access’ to childcare, and the likely impact on learning 
outcomes for our children within our community. We 
look forward to the coalition providing strong advocacy 
on our behalf to make meaningful inroads into the 
childcare desert in the Mid-North of South Australia. 
Our district is a highly productive area with a vibrant 
community that contributes so much and receives so 
little in relation to Childcare and other services. Put 
simply we pay for a service that we can’t access. 

Above L-R:
Cr Jessica Watson, CEO Paul Simpson, Angie Bell MP Shadow Minister, Lucy Hooper, Tessa McNamara, Joan 

Luckraft, Luke Ellery, Rowan Ramsey Federal Member for Grey, Chloe Hunter RICE, Paul Pitkin & Lisa Slade
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Message from the Mayor
A few weeks ago Rob and I attended the Crows versus 
Eagles footy match at Adelaide Oval where we were 
treated to a masterclass from Tex Walker in his 250th 
game. The people forming the guard of honour at 
the start of the game were not the usual privileged 
supporters but representatives from the States first 
responders, SAPOL, SA Ambulance, SES, MFS and 
CFS and they received a very warm round of applause 
from the crowd. It reminded me how important these 
services are to us here in Orroroo Carrieton and in many 
instances these positions are filled by volunteers. The 
whole event tended to coincide with me being given 
by Joy Ford the list of community organisations that 
the OP Shop has supported over the past little while 
where they are able to put back into the community 
all profits as no wages are paid to those who volunteer 
their time in the shop. How lucky are we to have so 
many people who do so many things in a volunteer 
capacity.

As I come to the end of my time here in Orroroo I’ve 
become a bit nostalgic and remember some of the 
duties I performed when my children were at school 
all on a volunteer basis. The School Welfare Club, 
doing lunches at the school canteen (when there 
were enough Mums that you were only required once 
a term), doing pool duty at least three times a year 
which is certainly a thing of the past. They were the 
days when the pool was run by a committee and the 
entry fees covered the expenses. Of course we women 
in the canteen were charged with the responsibility 
of rescuing anyone who got into difficulties in the 
water but luckily I was never called upon to dive in or 
perform any resuscitation. And we even had a diving 
board then!

I look back on umpiring and 
scoring for Junior Tennis, Minis 
footy and netball, being team 
manager when Rob coached 
SAPSASA footy for two years. 
I remember the year Fleur did 
the Junior Colts stats when 
Rob coached the team. Years of netball umpiring 
and coaching where I got to associate on such a 
personal level with almost every young girl who lived 
in Orroroo or Carrieton as they all played in those days. 
Wonderful memories, I wouldn’t have changed any of 
it except perhaps winning that F grade grand final in 
Peterborough on that appalling windy day. You know, 
the Norah Kuerschner who never usually missed year.

What a wonderful thing is sport in our community 
and its another recipient of so many volunteer hours. 
Officials, coaches, umpires, scorers, trainers, canteen 
workers, gate keepers, bar managers and workers, 
caterers all doing their particular duty to provide 
enjoyment for so many others.

This is my last official Message from the Mayor as 
by the time the next Goyders comes out I will have 
retired from the mayoral position. I do intend however 
to continue as a councillor for the remainder of the 
year as we still have reason to come back to the 
farm periodically for that time frame. We can make 
it coincide with the 4th Wednesday of the month. The 
removalist comes tomorrow, its amazing the things 
you find when you pack up 52 years of hoarding 
and how difficult it is to throw so much away. So 
many incredible memories.				  
	
					     Cheers  Kathie

CLEANERS WANTED
Council is seeking reliable, 
motivated and versatile 
cleaners for casual roles 
in various locations across 
the District. We are seeking 
applications from candidates 
with a strong eye for detail 
who are able to clean to 
a high standard, keep storage areas stocked and 
organised, have excellent customer service skills and at 
times work with minimal supervision. Previous cleaning 
experience is an advantage.

Successful applicants must undergo a pre-employment 
medical and provide evidence of a current National 
Police check and Working with Children Check.

Written applications of no more than one page plus your 
CV can be forwarded to council@orroroo.sa.gov.au. For 
further information or to discuss your interest please 
contact Ann at the Council Office on 8658 1260. 

Council is deeply saddened by the passing of Murray 
Shackleford.  

Murray served the community as an elected member 
of Council for over 16 years, elected as Councillor for 
the District Council of Orroroo Carrieton, and ending his 
term in October 2014. 

Whilst being on Council, Murray was involved with 
many extra Committees such as Orroroo Memorial Hall 
Committee, Development Assessment Panel and was 
the inaugural Chair of the Orroroo Cropping Committee 
to name a few.

Murray volunteered with many 
other community groups including 
the Orroroo Gymkhana, Carrieton 
Rodeo and the Orroroo Equine 
Club. 

Council extends its condolences 
to the Shackleford Family. 
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From the Council Desk
Welcome to July and fortunately 
the start to the season has 
been good for most in primary 
production circles, we have 
seen very few frosty mornings 
which is certainly assisting with 
crop and feed growth. 

The Annual Business Plan and 
Budget has been finalised by 
Council and we are pushing forward with much of the 
service and capital delivery program delivery for the 
community. Our Capital Program is very much ‘back to 
basics’ and this will see some sealed road resealing 
within Orroroo Carrieton and several kilometres of 
Price Maurice Road the Orroroo side of the Pekina 
entrance. We also have three segments of township 
road in Orroroo being upgraded to sealed road: this 
sealed road work is all expected to occur and be 
completed by December this year. Our unsealed road 
re-sheeting program will occur in the last half of the 
financial year. 

We have once again 
made the finalist of 
the South Australian 
Ag Town of the year, 
this year it is a top 
10 finalists that is 
then reduced to a 
top 3 finalists after 
another public voting 
process, so get your 
voting hats on for 
another push. We all 
know this district is 
awesome, so now we just need to make sure everyone 
else finds out. 

We have been fortunate 
in gaining the Green 
Industries South Australia 
grant ($150,000) for the upgrade of our landfill and 
transfer station, this will allow us to improve the 
facilities out at the site, and you will note already that 
the entrance gate has been moved approximately 
200m further up the road. Colin Dawes has finished 
up as the long term manager of the ‘dump site’ and 
we sincerely thank Colin for his many years of service 
to the Council and ratepayers. There is no immediate 
change to the operations of the site apart from the 
look, and there are no impacts to residents using the 
site. 

‘Roasting in the Roo  Camp Oven Cook-off’ is 
happening this weekend at the Orroroo Recreation 
Ground, starting on Saturday morning. Despite, what 
looks like some pretty ordinary winds, we expect this 
to be a cracker of an event, and we have plenty of 
undercover areas with an extra marquee connected 
to the lions pavilion, some large fires and heaters 
for warmth. There are heaps of kid’s activities, lots 
of different food stalls provided by local businesses 
and groups, local music legends and of course a fully 
stocked bar. Tickets are $10 at the gate or available 
online (see Facebook site for links), so come on down 
and support all the local clubs and business in raising 
funds within our community. 

We hope this will become a recurring event, but we 
certainly need strong community support to make that 
happen, the more attendances we have enables the 
attraction of more grant funding opportunities. From 
ticket pre-sales, we already have at least 100 non-
locals staying and importantly spending money in our 
town and businesses due to the event. 

I’ll see you there! 

Next Council Meeting will be held
 Wednesday 26th July 2023 

at 9am in the 
Orroroo Council Chambers. 

Thank You Colin Dawes 
Council would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Colin Dawes for his many years of contracted service 
to the council and community, managing the Orroroo 
Landfill site. 

Colin has concluded his contract with Council on 
Sunday 2nd July 2023. Through all types of weather 
(sun, wind and rain), Colin has looked after the 
Orroroo landfill site and 
assisted users with disposal 
of their waste. 

Thank you Colin! 

 
Dog and cat renewal notices have started to be delivered to 

our pet owners by their preferred method of contact - email, post 
or SMS. 

We encourage owners to renew online at www.
dogsandcatsonline.com.au or if you are needing some 

assistance, please come into the Council Office or phone our 
office on 8658 1260.

Please note when logging onto Dogs & Cats Online (DACO) 
there is now an additional security feature of multifactor 
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TRIP TO FARINA
On Tuesday 20th June 2023, 7 members of the 
Orroroo Probus club left  for a trip to Farina for a visit 
to the bakery. We travelled to Hawker, had a look at 
the displays of old equipment, in Teague’s garage, 
and then into the General Store for lunch.  

After a nice lunch, a look at the new panorama at Jeff 
Morgan’s Gallery, and a very interesting tour of the 
gymnasium, after which we headed for Leigh Creek. 
We visited the Aroona Dam, and were surprised at 
the amount of water that it held. The Outback Motel 
in Leigh Creek had very good accommodation and 
also a lovely facility for dinner. We left early the next 
morning for Farina, (without any breakfast I might 
add,) arriving in Farina approx. 8.45am and were 
very surprised to see the large amount of people 
already there. 

The bread and baked goodies were selling very 
quickly and we each purchased bread and pastries. 
A pie and a cup of coffee for breakfast. The bread is 
baked in the old underground oven, but the pastries 
are baked in the café section in the modern ovens. 
All very nice eating. The restoration work is a credit 
to the volunteers that give their expertise to make 
this possible. We toured around the town and visited 
the Anzac Memorial, Cemetery, etc. On the way 
home we called in for lunch at Copley. It rained on 
and off most of the way back to Orroroo. 

A big thank you to Richard Bramley for providing the 
transport, and also to John Arthur for his help. A 
good time was had by all. 

The next PROBUS meeting is to be held in the 
Commercial Hotel on Tuesday 4th July. Our Guest 
speakers will be Shirley and Henry Crossley who will 
talk about their Carriage Driving  trips interstate and 
overseas. 

Visitors Welcome

   

Above: Faye Case, Myra Arthur, John Arthur, Barb Smith, Yvonne O’Dea, 

Richard Bramley & Beryl Luke

PROBUS REPORT
Council Depot 

All residents are reminded that 
there is to be no access to the 

Council Depot in Orroroo.

 All visitors must report to the 
Council Office and be escorted in 

the Depot by Staff. 

Adoption of Valuations and Declaration of Rates 
2023-2024

Notice is given that the Council at a Special meeting 
held on the 2nd June 2023, in respect of the financial 
year ending 30 June 2024, resolved as follows:

Adoption of Valuations
Adopted, for rating purposes, the most recent 
valuations of the Valuer-General available to Council 
of the Capital Value of land within the Council’s area 
totalling $387,381,980, of which $378,779,719 is the 
total Capital Value of rateable land.

General Rates
Declared the following rates for the year ending 30 
June 2024, be declared on rateable land within its 
area, based on the capital value of the land.
(a)	 0.2290 cents in the dollar for Primary Production 
land located within the Council area
(b)	 0.3555 cents in the dollar for all other forms of 
land use located within the Council area

Fixed Charge
Declared a fixed charge of $358.00 on all rateable 
land within the Council area.

Annual Service Charges
Waste Management Collection
Imposed an annual services charge for waste 
management collection of $450.00 to be applied to all 
properties to which the service is provided or is made 
available, with a charge of $140.00 for each additional 
bin.

Community Waste Water Scheme
Imposed an annual service charge based on the level 
of usage of the service of $1,600 per property unit in 
respect of all land to which the Council provides the 
Community Wastewater Management scheme.

Separate Rate—Regional Landscape Levy
Declared a separate rate of  0.01141 cents in the dollar 
on all rateable land within the Council area to recover 
the amount payable to the Regional Landscapes Board.

Dated: 22nd June 2023			   	 	
			          	 	 Paul Simpson

   Chief Executive Officer
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CARRIETON NEWS
Rainfall 
Good rains recorded throughout the district with many 
mild misty days to complement the rainfalls and turn  
the country side green Almerta 55mm (140 YTD), 
Carrieton 55.8mm (122.6mm YTD), Eurelia 52.2mm 
(134mm YTD), Glen Roy 60.6mm, Johnburgh 56mm 
(134.5mm YTD) Moockra 51mm (115.5mm YTD), 
Sandal Park 40mm (110.5mm YTD)

Extending sympathy to 
Ian Fisher and Leigh Morgan on the sudden death 
of his brother Kevin. Kevin grew up at Carrieton on 
family farm north of Carrieton and moved to WA in his 
twenties. RIP Kevin 

Glynn Shackleford and his sister Bev Redden on the 
death of their father Murray. Murray spent many years 
running shearing teams in Carrieton and surrounding 
areas and was a supporter of the Carrieton Rodeo 
club. RIP Murray. 

Joan Gibb and Linda Roesler and their families on the 
passing of Melva Hombsch. In her time at Carrieton 
Melva contributed to community events, was 
recognised for her cake decorating and hairdressing 
skills and is fondly remembered for her friendly banter 
at her usual place in an evening at the bar sitting 
alongside Roley drinking stout.

Carrieton Community 
Store has a new manager. 
After many years of efficient 
and dedicated management 
Deb Hombsch has chosen 
to retire and work at home 
on the farm with John and 
enjoy family time and her 
many hobbies. As manager, 
Deb became an information 
directory on local affairs, 
postal enquiries, tourism 
updates and even police 
information. A morning 
tea to thank Deb is to be 
organised and advertised 
on Facebook, Carrieton Out 
and About. Christine Sims 
is taking on Debs position. 
We wish her well hoping she 
enjoys her varied and valued work in the Carrieton 
community.

Best Wishes to Denise Williams who recently put 
away her nursing shoes to enjoy retirement.  

Rodeo Club held it’s annual AGM in June. All positions 
remained the same. Plans for coming New Years 
rodeo proceeding with new LED lights to be installed. 

Carrieton Progress Report from Tuesday June 20th 
2023. Playground has sufficient funds to be able to 
get started and have most of the project finished at 
the end of financial year. FRRR project at clubrooms 
is finished with Memorial Hall kitchen still to be done. 

Lease fee imposed by Council on cropping project 
land was discussed and reluctantly accepted. Paul 
Simpson CEO of Council discussed importance of The 
Strategic Plan and has offered to work regularly for a 
couple of hours in old Council office for people to visit 
and discuss local issues. 

Local signage – Some directional signs are missing 
and need replacing, tourism info for Carrieton is to be 
presented to Council office within the month.

SA Tourism Commission along with South Aussie 
with Cosi visited Almerta to view and open Almerta’s 
recently renovated    accommodation “Henders House”. 
The rural house is 5kms from the main homestead. 
An exciting addition to the varied accommodation on 
offer at Almerta. Bookings for Henders House open on 
August the 1st. 

Above Two Images:
South Aussie With Cosi’s visit to Almerta
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Orroroo Refuse Depot
The Orroroo Waste Depot opening hours are as 
follows:
Wednesday 3pm - 5pm
Friday 1pm - 3pm
Sunday 10am - 2pm
Please note that on days of extreme temperatures  
(eg. 40°C plus) opening times will be: 
Wednesday and Friday 9am to 11am 
Sunday 8am to 12 noon 
The Depot will be shut on Fire Ban Days and 
when too windy and/or wet 
Contact: 8658 1260

Dogs missing! A local owner of six four month old 
Jack Russel pups was surprised to find four missing 
from their cage one morning with scratch marks at 
the fence, the only indication of where they could 
have gone. five days later in a nearby paddock 
someone spotted some movement near an old dead 
ewe. Investigating further one pup was found huddled 
within the smelly carcase in good condition for having 
found shelter and food, albeit rotten, within the old 
ewe. Too date the other three are still missing.

Midyear school holidays and a good time for student 
and parents to take a break. Safe travels and enjoy 
family time for those braving the wintry conditions to 
take a holiday break away from home.

Catholic Mass times for July remain at 6pm with 
Father Mark Whybrow at Saint Raphaels, Carrieton.

Congratulations to Lyn Forster on her recent 
retirement. A section of Lyn’s retirement speech:

 “What started 23 years ago was overwhelming and full 
of apprehension.

The position advertised in the local paper was to offer a 
2 year pilot program to run a volunteer based community 
transport through the Department of Transport under 
the umbrella of the Central Local Government Region.

Here I was, a widow with 2 teenage boys, no computer 
skills, never worked in an office before but those wiser 
than me gave me a chance.

My only claim to fame, if you can call it that, was I knew 
from first-hand experience the lack of transport and 
medical services in the region. 
This organization is something I’ve been very proud of. 
Over many years the service has grown across six 
council regions and to the current contingent of 40 
volunteer drivers.  

There has been a sense of achievement in many ways, 
you as volunteers make this the easiest job in the world, 
and the most enjoyable, your dedication and support to 
me over the years is something I will never forget. I have 
made firm friends and it’s been a pleasure working with 
you.  

As 152 drivers you have completed 4,765,250K’s 
driven 69,509.25 volunteer hours. Now for the future 
of NPTN -under the Guidance and Management of Care 
in Motion.We are currently on a 
recruitment drive to encourage 
more volunteers. The ageing 
population, the lack of public 
transport and limited medical 
professionals which guarantees 
the need for the service to 
continue. With change comes 
growth, bringing adjustments, 
amendments, and diversity.  

I know you will embrace the 
changes as they present 
themselves, gracefully, with 
the same persistence and 
dedication and loyalty you have 
shown me.”  

If anyone is interested, they 
should call Care in Motion on 
1300 132 932.  

CARRIETON NEWS
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54 31 Collective is a local not-for profit enterprise run 
by volunteers, our ethos is to connect, collaborate and 
create a community space for both locals and visitors 
to our town to enjoy and learn the story behind the 
products and creators.

54 31 Collective provides rural creators with links to 
Orroroo & surrounds a platform to grow their micro 
business, without all of the overheads of running their 
own shopfront. We also aim to develop a community 
space to encourage all ages of the community to gather 
& encourage social connectivity.
We are very proud of our 6 local business pods, and 
thank them for their commitment to 54 31 Collective, 
and making our small enterprise a success.
Our Business Pods are:
•	 Rustee Windmill – Kathy Pitkin
•	 EKR Candles & Rubi Red Resin – Eliza & 		
	 Courtney Rowe
•	 Stitched Up – Maddie Shute
•	 Orroroo Kangaroo – Taryn Ackland
•	 Black Rock Kitchen – Gaye Kuerschner
•	 54 31 Traders – Kate Pearce & Fiona Dignan
Since opening our doors in March 2022, we have had 
multiple pop ups & workshops (21 to date with 258 
participants), and are currently supporting an additional 
48 small rural businesses within the store. 
We are very grateful and humbled by the overwhelming 
support we have received from our local community and 
visitors to our town. 54 31 Collective has been able to 
grow off the success of our already established local 
businesses in our Main Street, which have a fantastic 
reputation, enticing travellers to stop.

54 31 Collective plans to develop our community hub, 
our successful Thriving Communities Program Grant 
application will help us achieve this. 

Our Thriving Communities Program application focused 
on 5431 Connect Create Celebrate project, which 
focuses on delivering three pillars:

CONNECT: The development of a Community Garden, at 
the rear of the shop, which will be a community garden 
space that can be utilised for individuals and groups. 
Works are planned to commence in August/September, 
if you are keen to get involved in this community project 
please do not hesitate to contact us.

CREATE: A series of free resilience building workshops, 
to promote social connectivity and develop skill and 
knowledge.
Workshops include: Safe Sprouts Baby & Child First 
Aid, Men’s Health Night, Gardening workshop, Outdoor 
cinema events with the purchase of outdoor cinema 
equipment to allow for ongoing movie nights for 
community use. 
More information will be advertised once dates and 
details are confirmed.

CELEBRATE: Rural Women’s Day Luncheon celebration 
on 14th October, please see attached information, we 
are very excited with our line up of guest speakers, 
tickets will be released soon, follow us on social media 
to get all the latest updates.

54 31 Collective AGM is on Monday 31st July at 4.30pm, 
all welcome.

54 31 Collective Board
Fiona Dignan, Kate Pearce, Gaye Kuerschner, Marg 
Chapman & Lisa Slade 
www.5431collective.com.au 

54 31 Collective News
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Turning 50...? 
Think about getting Shingles vaccine

Vaccination is your best protection against shingles. 
Shingles commonly presents as a painful, self-limiting 

vesicular rash on skin.
Shingles vaccines are recommended for people aged ≥50 

years.
The lifetime risk of reactivation of virus is about 50%. The 

risk and severity of outcomes increases with age and those 
who has chicken pox in childhood.

Talk to our friendly staff @ Orroroo Pharmacy

Random fact about Sleep Apnea: 
Your tonsils could be the culprit.

If you have large tonsils, they could potentially 
obstruct part of your airway and contribute to 

episodes of obstructive sleep apnea. Children who 
have large tonsils and large adenoids are also at 

risk for this.

ORROROO PHARMACY 
FRIDAY 14 JULY 2023
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￼     ORROROO EQUINE CLUB  ￼
June/July 2023                 Volume 6  Issue  4                                                              

Orroroo Equine Club Committee for 2023
President: David Salisbury Treasurer:  Alison Sellwood Secretary: Emily Byerlee

 Public Officer/Publicity Officer: Emily Byerlee Committee Members: Neil Byerlee, 
Natalie & Teeharna Tapscott, Sheree, Abby & Mikaela Sunners, Liz Menzel

 & Haidee Williams
  

All Welcomed, all ages and Equine types.  

RAFFLE of Teddy Bear (has his own Papers) 50 cents per Ticket.
Tickets available & Bear is on view at the Gumtree Café in Orroroo.

Orroroo Equine Club Proposed Dates – 2023 
Sunday 13th August Competition Day 10am Start 

Sunday 10th September Competition Day 10am Start 
Sunday 5th November Competition Day 10am Start 2023 

Annual General Meeting & Presentations TBA 

There is no set Dress Code apart from suitable/Safe Riding Attire & Saddlery.  
  Helmets & Riding Boots are a Must!  

 

The Orroroo Equine Club is a helpful & friendly Starting out Club.  All Welcomed! 

Due to the Corona Virus (Covid 19) limitations and Social distancing please remember  to keep your 
distance and stay safe for all our sakes at all times!  
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Please see some correspondence from Norfolk Metals regarding mineral exploration in Orroroo and surrounds. 

After some requests from the community, Council has requested further information from Norfolk Metals that 
could be shared with the community. 

This correspondence is provided for information only. Any and all enquiries should be referred to the email 
address as provided in the letter. 
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Sunday 30th July 
9am – 1pm

Why not come for a drive or a walk and check out what the stalls have on offer.

 Grab breakfast, brunch or lunch from one of our fabulous cafés or hotels while enjoying 
live music in the main
We welcome you all.

If you would like to have a stall on this day please contact via email 
Orroroortg@gmail.com or 

via messenger through ORTG Facebook page 
or Joy 0427 533 628 and leave a message

ORROROO REGIONAL TOURISM GROUP
WINTER MARKET IN THE MAIN
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Looking back at Eurelia in 1950 … it appears that 
Mr Smith’s time in the general store was short-
lived.

The Advertiser (Adelaide), Wednesday 12th July 
1950 p12
Properties Sold At Eurelia
EURELIA. July 11th

Mr J Dinon has sold his property at Eurelia West to 
Messrs Shephard Bros, at £3 10/ an acre. This property 
has been owned by the Dinon family for over 70 years.
Mrs F Dinon has disposed of her general store to Mr 
Smith of Adelaide. Mr J Read has disposed of his 
property in the HD of Eurelia to Messrs Williams Bros, 
at £31/ an acre.

The Advertiser (Adelaide), Thursday 19th October 1950 
p9 No General Store At Eurelia
EURELIA. October 18th

The local residents have been faced with the problem of 
getting someone to carry on the general store at Eurelia. 
It is the first occasion that the district has been without 
a business, and great inconvenience is being felt by all.

The Advertiser, Monday 9th February 1953
VA Cunningham and Co wish to advise that they have 
purchased and taken over Young’s Hardware Store and 
Blacksmith Shop at Paskeville on February 2nd 1953. 
We are therefore desirous of selling our Blacksmith Arc 
Welding. Timber and Hardware business at Orroroo.
This is a marvellous opportunity for hardware and arc 
welding alone. Gross turnover 1951-52. £39,500, as 
per taxation papers and b  ooks available for inspection. 
Orroroo business is still working at full capacity phone 
Orroroo 47.

Looking forward, looking back …
John O’Dea’s catchy little song Bob The Railway Dog is 
racing up the country music charts Australia-wide, well 
done Johnno…

The Advertiser (Adelaide), Friday 13th November 
1936
Owned Bob The Railway Dog
Yesterday I met Mr William Seth Ferry, of Mount Barker, 
W A, just before he left for Perth after a prolonged stay 
in Adelaide. Old northerners will remember him well. 
He entered the railways as a porter in 1883, and ended 
up as assistant stationmaster at Peterborough in 1889.

Mr Ferry once owned Bob the railway dog, which 
became famous. He told me how he acquired it:— ‘I was 
a special guard in 1884’ he said ‘and picked Bob up 
at Terowie on September 25th he had been consigned 
from Adelaide together with 50 other dogs to a man in 
charge of the rabbiting party at Carrieton. I think the 
police had taken him collarless in Adelaide.

I took a fancy to him, and when the train reached 
Carrieton I wanted to buy him, but the man would not 
sell. However, he stipulated that he would make an 
exchange because one dog was as good as another to 
him.’ ‘I went on to Port Augusta, and got a dog from the 
police, took it back next day and that is how Bob came 
on the railway. 

I registered him immediately to establish ownership, 
and he went back to Terowie with me that day. Bob 
remained with me until February 1st, 1885 when I 
went to Peterborough station as foreman porter. He 
continued to ride on the train.’ ‘When I went to the West 
in 1889 somebody hid him at Alberton so that I should 
not get him. I never saw him again after that.’ 

Mr Ferry went through the construction of the Broken 
Hill railway, and says he loaded the first lot of sheep on 
that line at Paratoo. That was before it was taken over 
by the Government.

Above & Below: Bob the Railway Dog
Bob on top opf train 



Goyders Line Gazette July 2023  25

The Pictorial Australian (Adelaide), Friday 1st 
March 1895
OUR NORTHERN MANUFACTORIES
Mr D DAVIES’ MACHINERY PREMISES, CARRIETON

Mr D Davies (pictured right), 
one of Carrieton’s old identities, 
whom has aided materially to 
build up the township during 
a term of sixteen years, has 
now launched out in one of the 
largest undertakings in the 
north. Carrieton is the largest 
agriculture centre in Australia, 
commanding as it does nine 
hundreds, principally devoted to 
wheat growing. Here there are 
located a prosperous yeomanry 
in a substantial producing centre. 

With such a population a factory like the one under notice 
is as essential to the place as is the ordinary reaper. 
For years past Mr Davies’ business was conducted in 
premises near the Eureka Hotel, but finding the room 
quite inadequate for his daily increasing business he 
has completed one of the finest, imposing, and in every 
respect well-equipped buildings of its sort to be found 
in the north. Its situation is in Main and Second streets, 
occupying one-and-a-half acres, the front portion being 
two-storey, of stone and brick, and the large workshops, 
in which all the machinery is fixed, are built of wood and 
iron. 

Looking at the building from a Northern view it 
possesses features of attraction and interest. The 
elegant design is most imposing, with six large windows 
and three doors opening on to a spacious balcony. 
Want of space prevents our mentioning more than the 
principal machinery employed. There is a shoeing forge 
and timber depot, with racks for various sizes of timber, 
all filled. Underground tank, with a holding capacity of 
13,000 gallons on top of which is the store room for 
materials in use on the premises such as bolts, nuts, 
screws, and a perfect ironmongery shop.

The galvanized-iron storeroom, a suitable place for 
various lengths of iron, racks, frames, &c. A turning 
lathe, and what is known as a self-acting screw-cutting 
machine. Fitters’ bench with every appliance for work, 
a large steam-hammer, one of Hawthorne’s powerful, 
capable of a blow of 30 hundred weight. Forges of 
which there are eight, five benches for wheelwrights and 
carpenters, two screwing machines, large steam drill 
with all fittings for work, a heavy shear and punching 
machine, planing machine, hand saw for all turnery 
work, then the tennoning machine, circular moulding 
machine, and two circular saws. All the machines, and 
also the forges are worked by a powerful engine, of 
Garrett & Sons, 12 horse-power, of high speed, fitted 

with a large 24 inch fire-blast, for blowing the forges. 
Office, 24 x 19, which is fitted with desks and elegant 
furniture. 

The shoeing shop leads directly from the street, having 
large folding doors, and every appliance for the expert 
farrier. The paint- shop is a capital enclosure in which 
the most delicate work can he conducted in any weather. 

There is a powerful lift which takes material to the 
second storey. Water is laid on from a well 100 feet 
deep, by means of pipes, and the engine has also to 
conduct the water-raising. The most conspicuous piece 
of machinery is a drop hammer of enormous size and 
strength, with a fall of seven tonnes at every blow, and a 
regulation of from 5 lbs to 7 tonnes, worked by friction. 
Mr David Davies the proprietor, was born 9th September 
1855, and is a native of Monmouthshire, England. His 
parents came to this colony during the following year. 

Mr Davies received the greater part of his education 
at the Talisk Mine, Cape Jarvis under the instruction 
of Mr Wilshire, who is still engaged in tuition under the 
Education Department. When 17 years old Mr Davies 
commenced to learn the trade which has placed him in 
his present position. After fulfilling his apprenticeship, 
Mr Davies worked as a journeyman at Port Wakefield, 
Naracoorte, Jamestown, and Yongala, after which he 
commenced business in a very small way at Carrieton. 
By diligence and strictly honest dealing, the business 
steadily grew, increasing from one fire to five, besides 
employing 21 woodworkers and painters, which, with 
the smiths and strikers made a total of 31 hands.

In 1890 Mr Davies sold out to the Limited Company of 
Davies Bros, which Company he ably managed for a 
period of two years, at the expiration of which time he 
repurchased the business, and has conducted it ever 
since. 

Mr Davies once belonged to the Order of Rechabites and 
is still a Freemason, but he has been far too busy a man 
to have any time for accepting positions as councillor & 
which positions he has been frequently called upon to 
accept, but has been compelled to decline. Our pictures 
are reproduced from negatives by Mr E Thomas of 
Carrieton. 



Goyders Line Gazette July 2023	   26

THIS PAGE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE STORE ON SECOND

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Phone: 8658 1030      
Email: thestoreonsecond@bigpond.com

Winter Fashions 
Now In Stock!

Preaching Plan for Orroroo Community Church 
No dates at time of print 

Catholic Church Mass times
First Sunday of month 9.30am Orroroo (Liturgy)
Second Sunday of month 10.00am Orroroo
Third Sunday of month 10.00am Pekina
Fourth and Fifth Sunday of month 10.00am 
Orroroo Carrieton 6pm Saturdays.

Preaching Plan for Goyder Ministry Area 
Orroroo 10.00am

9/7/2023 	 Rev Ted White HC
16/7/2023	 Judy Laskey
23/7/2023	 Rev Owen Roberts
30/7/2023	 10:30am Jamestown Combined	
		  Rev Owen Roberts

Preachers and Contact details
•	 Judy Laskey 0428 599 959 
•	 Debra Hombsch 8658 9048

Calendar of Events
		
Jul	 8th	 Roasting In The Roo
Jul	 16th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Jul	 30th	 Orroroo Markets 
Aug	 20th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Sept	 17th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Oct	 11th	 International Day of Rural Women 	
		  Luncheon 
Oct	 14th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit 	Family Fun 	
		  Day
Oct	 29th	 Orroroo Markets

If you have anything you would like to put onto the 
Calendar of Events, please let Council know by 

emailing: council@orroroo.sa.gov.au

Justice of the Peace
Peter Amey  0438 252 430 or 8658 1020      

Trevor Laskey 0427 599 051 
Joy Ford  0427 533 628     

Sharon McCarthy 8658 1390

GAZETTE FEES AND CHARGES 
Gazette Edition (Online & Hardcopy)  Free

Annual Subscription (Posted) 	 $40.00 

	
Advertising Per Edition 
			 
Full Page Advert			   $97.00 		
Sponsorship of a Page  		  $43.00 		
1/4 Page Advert			  $36.00 		
1/2 Page Advert 		  $59.00 		
	
1/3 Page Advert			  $48.00 

						    
Annual Advertising (Get 11 editions, pay for 10) 
Invoiced annually in July each year (paid in advance) 
	
Full Page Advert 			  $970.00 	
	
Sponsorship of a Page 		  $430.00 	
	
1/4 Page Advert			  $360.00 	
	
1/2 Page Advert 		  $590.00 	
	
1/3 Page Advert			  $480.00 

Cut off dates for the Gazette 2023
Cut Off date			   Publishing Date
31st Aug			   4th Sept
2nd Oct				   6th Oct
3rd Nov				   7th Nov
1st Dec				   5th Dec

No Gazette In January

POLDEN - THANK YOU
Jan and family are grateful for the support, 

messages of sympathy, flowers, cards and food 
received following the loss of Arthur (Gus). 

Thank you for your kindness and thoughtfulness 
during this challenging time. 

For collection Enquiries please contact 
Clare Valley Waste on 

0438 884 340 
Between 8am-4pm

WASTE CALENDAR


