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Message from the Mayor
Another fantastic month with lots of rain.  The 
countryside is looking great. The crops are booming 
along and the livestock feed is the best it has looked 
for 50 years so I have been told by some of the older 
residents of our community.  Let’s hope for a kind 
finish to the season.  It will lift the whole community.

The fuel situation is still progressing with a start 
hopefully in the next few weeks.

The poor condition of a lot of our roads is still waiting 
on our damages claim.   We have committed at Council 
to grade the roads that will be used during the grain 
harvest.  Hoping to start very soon.  Please be patient.  
We are doing all we can to speed up the flood claim 
process.

The football and netball finals have started with 3 
netball teams straight into the grand final, another 
3 netball teams into the preliminary final and our A 
grade footballers are also into the preliminary final.  
Good luck to all the girls and blokes going forward.  
It is a credit to our small community with our teams 
of all the different sports being so competitive and 
successful. 

The success of our sports teams 
rely on coaches, trainers, umpires, 
scorers and all the volunteers that 
work every weekend and during 
the week in many instances to 
keep everything moving along. Thank you for your 
involvement.

Another important event happening during this month 
is the Colours of Arts Orroroo Spring Exhibition.  Always 
a great event and I encourage all of you to visit and 
see what an extremely talented group of locals we 
have in our region.

Welcome to our new staff member, Rachel. Please 
make her feel welcome. We are hoping Rachel and 
her family will be part of our community going forward.
Seems to be plenty of tourists going through our 
region at the moment. Hopefully they are stopping 
and spending some of their money in our towns.
Once again look after yourselves, your family and our 
communities.

Cheers, Grant

Flood Damage Update
Council has completed the on 
ground assessment for the Stage 
2 process of the flood damage 
claim, with a special thank you 
to Darcy Shute and Jason Stares 
for their work, not to mention 
the need to drive every road and 
take a considerable number of 
photographs for evidence for which there is a strict 
guide. The next step requires the certification and 
the costing of the works and treatments by Council’s 
engineers. Before submitting the claim, Council will 
sign off so that the financial impact is understood, 
measured and authorised.

This next step of preparing the final report is very 
detailed and critical for the determination of the claim 
by the Department of Treasury and Finance, at the 
State Government level. But that’s not the end of the 
assessment process. The details are then sent to 
the Commonwealth Government as required under 
the Local Government Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangement. Why? Because the funding is provided 
by the Commonwealth Government.

For the community’s information, the claim includes 
the details of the road or infrastructure to be included; 
its condition prior to the storm event (with photos if 
available or at least an engineer’s report which we 

do have); the damage sustained during the event; 
the treatment works required to reinstate to the 
original condition; and the cost and how the costs are 
calculated. Sounds complicated – Yes it is and time 
consuming.

From previous experience, the assessment by both 
levels of Government will take time and will require 
more back and forth information and justification. Yes 
it is unfortunately a slow process and one that needs 
an overhaul!
However there is a small silver lining. As of Monday 
31st August, Council was granted consent to perform 
what is determined as “emergency” repair work on 
the road network, which is not the final rectification 
works. However, special approval was needed as a 
direct result of the continuous rain, requiring further 
justification, due to the normal emergency works 
window being 3 months after the event. 

The work to be carried out over the next month or so 
will include patrol grading of the road network and 
minor washout and floodway repairs, with the major 
emphases on the roads to be used for the carting out of 
grain during the pending harvest. And for clarification, 
this work is to be recorded and photographed in detail.
Council fully understands and appreciates the 
community’s frustration and is working as best it can 
with the system in place.

CEO Chatters

Next Council Meeting will be held
 Wednesday 23rd September 2026 

at 9am in the
Orroroo Council Chambers. 
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To assist in setting our priorities of the “emergency 
works” Council will be gratetful to receive information 
from farmers advising of key roads that will be used 
for the carting of the harvest. Please contact the 
office either in person, by phone or email to provide 
this information.

But that’s not all. The affected Councils continue to 
wait for a response from the State Treasurer on the 
final decision regarding the subsidy percentage. While 
we wait, the financial modeling continues to use the 
standard claim percentage of 75%, which means for 
every $1 million dollars of the claim, Council needs 
to input $250,000. The initial claim assessment 
was $6 million. Hence the careful financial modeling 
and decision making of Council before the claim is 
submitted.

Council thanks everyone for your continued patience 
and understanding during this time.

Orroroo Fuel Station Update
The following update is provided on the status of the 
development application lodged by Hunts Fuels for an 
un-manned fuel outlet on Weighbridge Road (at the 
corner of Fifth Street) Orroroo.

As a recap, the development incorporates a total of 3 
Fuel Bowsers that incorporate a combination of ULP, 
Distillate and ADBLUE, with the storage tanks to be 
located below ground in accordance with the required 
Australian Standards. 
Additionally, the development includes a canopy over 
the fuel bowsers, shed for the housing of the required 
equipment, and required sign board. The operations 
of the fuel outlet will be via card operation and 
monitored remotely.

During the assessment process of the application, the 
details of which were referred to the EPA as required. 
Since the referral of the application, the EPA requested 
additional from the applicant, which was provided on 
19th August 2026.

As of Friday 4th September, Council’s Assessment 
Manager, David Hutchinson, continues to wait for 
the EPA’s reply and consent, which is delaying the 
approval of the development.

Council is continuing to pursue the consent required 
by the EPA so that the approval can be granted 
forthwith.

Second Street Businesses Connection to CWMS 
timeframe extension
At the August meeting, Council reviewed and 
reconsidered the timeframe for the businesses 
located in Second Street to connect to the CWMS 
system.

The review was based on a number of factors, with 
the main reason being to align the connection to the 
afforded business stimulus payment provide for the 
last time during the 2026/27 financial year.

Connection of the businesses has been extended 
to 30th June 2027. To assist each of the businesses 
needing to connect, Councils Environmental Health 
Officer, Brian Sickles, will visit and provide advice on 
what is required for the connection.

Customer Requests and Complaints Procedure
It has been raised by outdoor staff, and administration 
staff also that members of the community are raising 
complaints direct to them in and out of work hours.

A reminder to the Community to please raise 
requests or complaints direct to the Council via the 
administration staff at the office and via telephone 
8658 1260 between the hours of 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday or via email council@orroroo.sa.gov.
au at any time. If a matter is out of hours and urgent 
please call the duty officer mobile 0437 949 713.

Please ensure that this is followed so that the requests 
and complaints can be recorded and actioned 
accordingly, particularly matters that relate to dog 
behavior and other nuisances.

Council’s duty is to act, however we can only act if we 
receive the information direct from you as the person 
requesting information or a service, or lodging a 
compliant as per the process.

If you wish to raise a matter direct with me please feel 
free to do so by contacting the office or coming in for 
a visit.

Cheers, Stephen

CEO Chatters Cont. 

 

For collection Enquiries please contact 
Clare Valley Waste on 

0438 884 340 
Between 8am-4pm

WASTE CALENDAR
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CARRIETON NEWS 
Rainfalls:
Carrieton-87.6mm
Eurelia- 90mm
Glenroy-86.4mm
Johnburgh-91mm
Moockra-75mm

Welcome to the newest resident, Alfie Bertram. A 
fourth son for Kane & Kirsty & brother to Jack, Mick, 
Ned & Maddie. Congratulations to you all!

Our thoughts and prayers are with Tilly, Daniel, 
Haidee, Harry, Sophie, Ned & Dolly. May your recovery 
continue to improve every day.

Our sympathies go out to the families of Carmel Reid. 
Carmel was a long-time member of our community 
with all her children attending Carrieton school from 
R-7. She was a member of all local groups and made 
the best jelly cakes and cocktail pasties for many 
occasions. RIP Carmel.

Congratulations to Kate Williams on winning the 
2026 ladies golf championship on a very wet wintery 
day!. 

Congratulatiuons to Harry Williams has his 
passing out parade in Wagga Wagga NSW.  He will be 
Private Williams, and will then be sent to Puckapunyal 
Vic to train to be in the Tank Unit. Huge congratulations 
on your achievements Harry!

Thanks to Jo & Darren for being our temporary 
caravan park care takers. They have done a wonderful 
job taking care of our park.

Welcome to Brian & Barbara Mathews as our new 
permanent caretakers for the coming year. We hope 
you enjoy your time in Carrieton.

AGM Carrieton Progress Association will be 
holding their next meeting Thursday 10th September 
7:30pm at the clubrooms, all welcome.

There will be a community farewell to Len & Bev 
Turner on Friday 25th September. BYO drinks, dinner 
available for purchase. Could everyone please bring a 
sweet to share.

Catholic Church with Father Mark Wybrow 6pm Sat 
nights
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Chronicle, 7th October 1882
Deaths
GALE— On the 29th September, at Pekina, of diarrhœa 
and convulsions, Vera  Olive Grace, the dearly beloved 
daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Gale, aged seven 
months.
DALY— On the 25th September, at White Cliffs  
[Arwakurra], Booleroo, Mary, the beloved wife of P 
Daly, aged 26 years and nine months.

IN MEMORIAM.
THE LATE MRS JR MASTERS
With the passing of Mrs Masters, widow of the late 
Mr JR Masters, the Johnburgh and Carrieton Mission 
has lost a loyal friend and supporter. She was born at 
Wilmington where, with her parents (the late Mr and 
Mrs AF Fuller), she spent the early part of her life. Soon 
after her marriage to Mr Masters she went to reside at 
Bendleby, and was well known throughout that district 
for over 50 years. She was always interested in the 
work of the Church, and always endeavoured to train 
her children to love the House of God and observe the 
day of rest. 

Her home was always open to the minister, who was 
always given a word of welcome, and hospitality 
was generously bestowed. When Bendleby Church 
was being erected, during the ministry of Mr Joshua 
Williams, Mr and Mrs Masters were among the 
foremost workers. On being appointed to Johnburgh 
mission in 1914 we very quickly became acquainted 
with the Masters family, we found their home always 
open to us.

The members of the quarterly meeting were 
sometimes entertained by Mrs Masters, and nothing 
gave her greater pleasure than to have the minister 
and circuit workers sitting at her table. Since May 
of last year she had been in very indifferent health, 
and spent seven months in hospital at Orroroo. A few 
weeks ago God’s finger touched her and she slept. 
We thank God for her life and example. She has left 
a grown-up family of six sons and four daughters, to 
whom we extend our sincere sympathy.

Chronicle, 2nd December 1916
NASTY ACCIDENT
Johnburgh, November 22nd Mr C Gibb met with 
a painful accident recently while working at Mr. 
Tapscott’s farm at Oladdie. He was engaged in fencing, 
and was straining the wire, when the roller slipped, 
the handle striking him just below the eye, inflicting a 
nasty wound and breaking his nose. 
Dr Plummer attended the sufferer, who is progressing 
satisfactorily.

The Express and Telegraph, Monday 4 September 
191 CAUGHT IN A SEPARATOR
Johnburgh, September 1st  While assisting in dairying 
operations on Wednesday evening Mrs A Gangell 
had her right hand caught in the wheels of a large 
separator which was being turned by her husband. 
The third and fourth fingers were badly crushed, also 
the lower part of the arm. The sufferer was taken to 
Orroroo as quickly as possible, and Dr Plummer found 
it necessary to amputate the two fingers and part of 
the hand.

Chronicle, 8th December 1949
Missing Man Found Dead
ORROROO — Mr James Gibb, pensioner, of Johnburgh, 
who had been missing for several days, was found 
dead near his home on Monday. MC Rosewall, of 
Orroroo, was in charge of the search, assisted by a 
blacktracker from Port Augusta.

The Register, Tuesday 24th July 1917
THE LATE PTE CP GIBB
Pte CP Gibb was killed in action in France on June 10th. 
He was the third son of Mrs A and the late TJ Gibb, 
of Johnburgh. Pte CP Gibb was born and educated at 
Johnburgh and was in his 28th year. Prior to enlisting 
he was employed at Mr Cundy’s, Mannanarie 
blacksmithing. 
From there he enlisted on March 3rd, 1916, and sailed 
with the 43rd Battalion, on June 9th 1916. He was 
highly esteemed by all who knew him, and his early 
death is mourned by his many friends.

The Times and Northern Advertiser, 
Peterborough, Friday 30th January 1942
The Late Mrs G Reed
A well-known identity of the North passed on, in the 
person of Mrs. Grace Reed, of Torr Street, Peterborugh 
last Sunday. Mrs. Reed was born at Callington in 
1859 and was the eldest daughter of the late John 
and Phillipa Arthur. Mrs. Reed was educated at 
Callington and Reedy Creek and came to the North in 
1877, and lived for a number of years at Johnburgh 
and afterwards went to the West Coast. Recently she 
came to live here with her daughter and died after a 
short illness. 
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In 1880 she was married to John Reed, there were 3 
sons (one each at Pechna, Cummins and Johnburgh 
and 2 daughters (Mrs Bert Lang and Miss Reed.) The 
funeral took place at Orroroo on Monday and the Rev 
DT Reddin officiated.

The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide), Tuesday 
9th June 1914 - A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME
It not infrequently happens that through the bungling 
of some public department, the names of country 
towns are woefully mangled. The little town of 
Johnburgh, 22 miles north-east of Orroroo possesses, 
according to constituted authority as represented 
by three important public departments, no fewer 
than three names. The Railways Commissioner 
says “Johnsburgh and the Postmaster-General, per 
medium of his cancelling stamp, the same, ‘but minus 
the final “h.” 
The Education Department, on the other hand, 
proclaim on their printed map that the name should 
be spelled “Johnburgh.” 

In point of fact the Education authorities are right. 
A much perplexed resident of the town wrote to us 
recently, and sought a solution of the enigma. 

A reference of the matter to still another Government 
department—the Surveyor-General’s—has brought 
back, the authoritative answer that the correct name 
is “Johnburgh.” This name was given to the place by 
Governor Sir William Jervois in memory of his second 
son, Major John Jervois, who was deputy assistant 
adjutant-general of the volunteer force of South 
Australia in 1882, and the proclamation relating to 
the matter appears in the. “Government Gazette” of 
July 10th 1879.

Chronicle, 19 May 1932 MR. F. W. SMITH
Mr FW Smith, who died recently in Adelaide, was born 
at Nairne in 1862. As a boy, he went with his parents 
to Bungaree Station near Clare, started work in a 
store when 11 years old. Subsequently he moved to 
Laura, where he became a blacksmith. 

When the northern areaswere opened for wheat 
growing Mr Smith started a blacksmith shop at 
Johnburgh, where he remained for many years. He was 
a member of the Carrieton District Council for several 
years. He was a good athlete in his younger days. He 
was a member of the Orroroo Masonic Lodge. He has 
left a widow and 10 children. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Preaching Plan for Orroroo Community Church 
Church services every Sunday at 10am

Catholic Church Mass times
First Sunday of month 9:30am Orroroo (Liturgy)
Second Sunday of month 10am Orroroo
Third Sunday of month 10am Pekina
Fourth & Fifth Sunday of month 10am Orroroo 
Carrieton 6pm Saturdays.

UNITING CHURCH 
Preaching Plan for Goyder Ministry Area 

Orroroo 10.00am
13/9/2026 	 11am Anglican HC
20/9/2026	 Jenny Hagger
27/9/2026	 Rev Owen Roberts

Preachers and Contact details
Judy Laskey 0428 599 959 

Justice of the Peace
Trevor Laskey 0427 599 051 

Joy Ford  0427 533 628     
Sharon McCarthy 8658 1390

Len Turner (Carrieton) 0429 502 090

Cut off dates for the Gazette 2026
Cut Off date			   Publishing Date
28th Sept			   2nd Oct
2nd Nov				   6th Nov
30th Nov			   4th Dec

Calendar of Events
Sept	 26th - 11th Oct Colours of Art Orroroo
Sept	 20th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit
Oct	 10th 	 Eurelia 150th

Oct	 18th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit 
Oct	 25th	 Willowie Celebrating 150 Years
Oct	 31st	 Orroroo Historical Society Trivia 	
		  Night 
Nov	 7th	 Black Rock Dirt Circuit
		  (Saturday Fun Day)

If you have anything you would like to put onto 
the Calendar of Events, please let Council 
know by emailing: council@orroroo.sa.gov.au

GIBB RONDA 
 

We would like to sincerely thank the Community 
Home staff for the wonderful care and kindness 

shown to Ronda during her time there.

Thank you also to everyone for the cards, messages 
and support—it has been greatly appreciated.

			   Brenton, Andrea, Graeme & Karen 
 

A sincere thank you to everyone who helped at Mrs 
Ronda Gibbs’ Funeral on 17th August 2026.

Whether you assisted by working, donating, 
or providing food, your support was greatly 

appreciated.
Thank you for your generosity and kindness

Orroroo Aged Care Fundraising Committee



